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Police identify VA Tech gunman 


BOB LEWIS 

ZINIE CHEN SAMPSON 
Associated Press 
BLACKSBURG, Virginia (AP) 

— Police identified a part- 
time college student Friday 
as the Virginia Tech gun¬ 
man who shot a police 
officer to death and then 
killed himself, triggering a 
lockdown on the campus 
that witnessed the United 
States’ worst mass slaying in 
recent memory four years 
agoThe day before Thurs¬ 
day's shootings, 22-year- 
old Ross Truett Ashley stole 
a sport utility vehicle at 
gunpoint from a real estate 
office in nearby Radford, 
where he attended Rad¬ 
ford University, police said. 
The car was found Thurs¬ 
day on the Virginia Tech 
campus. 

Police said Ashley walked 
up to the police officer he 
did not know and fired, 
then took off for the cam¬ 
pus greenhouses, ditch¬ 
ing his pullover, wool cap 
and backpack. He made 
his way to a nearby park¬ 
ing lot, and when a deputy 
spotted him, he shot him- 
self.Neighbor Nan Forbes 
said Ashley was quiet, rare¬ 
ly seen or heard from. She 
said she knew he was in 
trouble when she saw two 
police officers guarding the 
door to his apartment. 

“It does freak us out be¬ 
cause we live in this build¬ 
ing, but there was not one 
peep of trouble, nothing 
unusual,” she said. 

Deriek W. Crouse, 39, was 
the police officer killed. He 
had been on the Virginia 



This photo provided by the Vir¬ 
ginia State Police shows Ross 
Truett Ashley, age 22. Police 
identified the Virginia Tech 
gunman on Friday as Ross Tru¬ 
ett Ashley, a part-time college 
student from nearby Radford 
University, though they still 
have not been able to say 
what led him to kill a police of¬ 
ficer and then himself. 

(AP Photo/Virginia State Po¬ 
lice) 

Tech force for four years, 
joining about six months af¬ 
ter 33 people were killed in 
a classroom building and 
dorm April 1 6, 2007. 

Crouse pulled over a stu¬ 
dent Thursday and was 
shot while sitting in his un¬ 
marked cruiser. The stu¬ 
dent didn’t have any link 
to the gunman, state po¬ 
lice spokeswoman Corrine 
Geller said Friday at a news 
conference. 

Shortly before 12:30 p.m., 
police received a call from 
a witness who said an offi¬ 
cer had been shot. About 
six minutes later, the first 
campus-wide alert was 
sent by email, text mes¬ 
sage and electronic signs 
in university buildings. Many 


students on campus were 
preparing for exams, and 
they were told to stay in¬ 
doors. 

Fifteen minutes after the 
witness called police, a 
deputy sheriff noticed a 
man at the back of anoth¬ 
er parking lot nearby. The 
man was by himself, look¬ 
ing around furtively and 
acting “a little suspicious,” 
according to Geller. 

The deputy drove up and 
down the rows of the 


sprawling parking lot and 
lost sight of the man for a 
moment. The deputy then 
found the man lying on the 


pavement, shot to death. 
The handgun was nearby. 
Police said nobody wit¬ 
nessed the suicide. 

The shootings unfolded on 
the same day Virginia Tech 
officials were in Washing¬ 
ton, fighting a federal gov¬ 
ernment fine over their han¬ 
dling of the 2007 massacre, 
and the shooting brought 
back painful memories. 
About 150 students gath¬ 
ered silently Thursday night 
for a candlelight vigil on a 


field facing the memorial 
for the 2007 victims. 

“Why Tech, why again?” 
said Philip Sturgill, a jewelry 


store owner. “It’s so sense¬ 
less. This is a lovely, lovely 
place.” 

An official vigil was planned 
Friday night. 

School spokesman Larry 
Hincker said the alert sys¬ 
tem worked exactly as ex¬ 
pected. 

“It’s fair to say that life is 
very different at college 
campuses today. The tele¬ 
communications technol¬ 
ogy and protocols that we 
have available to us, that 


we now have in place, 
didn’t exist years ago,” he 
said. “We believe the sys¬ 
tem worked very well.”Q 



Virginia Tech students sign notes on boards, before a condieiight vigil on the drill field, on cam¬ 
pus, as a memorial to Virginia Tech police Officer Deriek Crouse who was gunned down Thursday 
during o traffic stop on the campus of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Vo., Friday, Dec. 9, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Don Petersen) 
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Gingrich’s rise puzzles critics of his record 


Continued from Front 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Newt 
Gingrich's rapid rise in presi¬ 
dential palls has left veter¬ 
an Republicans scratching 
their heads, and not just 
because he vaulted from 
far back to lead Mitt Rom¬ 
ney in several key states. 
They’re trying to figure 
out why the former House 
speaker is supparted by 
GOP vaters who think he’s 
not particularly hanest and 
doesn't share their values. 
They’re puzzled that Iowa 
evangelical Christians are 
flocking to a man who was 
unfaithful to two wives, 
paid $300,000 in House eth¬ 
ics fines and converted to 
Roman Catholicism. 

They’re surprised that Re¬ 
publican vaters say they 
value Gingrich’s experi¬ 
ence far more than that of 
his rivals. Gingrich's record 
of earning millions of dol¬ 
lars in the government in¬ 
fluence business, after 20 


years in Congress, seems 
to upend the notion that 
this election cycle is driven 
by tea partyers’ hostility to 
Washington insiders. 

“I can't decipher what’s 
going on," said Rep. Allen 
West, R-Fla., one the tea 
party’s best-known first- 
term lawmakers. 

“I’ve had a little trouble fig¬ 
uring it out, too," said Rep. 
Steve King, R-lowa, ane at 
Cangress’ mast conserva¬ 
tive members. 

Fueling the perplexity are 
three independent palls at 
Iowa Republicans, who will 
hold their caucus Jan. 3. 
They show Gingrich lead¬ 
ing, with Romney and Rep. 
Ron Paul of Texas battling 
for second, and four others 
trailing. Republican elected 
cfficials and strategists af¬ 
ter an array of theories, with 
varying degrees af confi¬ 
dence. One school holds 
that Gingrich articulates 
canservative pasitians so 
forcefully that he attracts 


hard-right voters willing to 
overlook his record of in¬ 
consistencies and faibles. 
While many people see 
Gingrich as a cansummate 
Washingtan insider - mak¬ 
ing $1.6 million advising 
Freddie Mac, for instance 
- his sharply anti-Washing¬ 
ton rhetoric and unortho¬ 
dox views convince others 
that he’s willing to buck the 
system and make needed 
changes. Another theory, 
however, suggests that 
many Republicans simply 
don’t know much about 
Gingrich, 68, whose great¬ 
est political triumph was 17 
years ago when he rose to 
become House speaker. 
Voters may be unaware of 
his repeated clashes with 
fellow Republicans, or his 
1995 complaint about be¬ 
ing seated in the back at 
Air Force One. Gingrich said 
the “snub" cantributed ta 
that year's budget impasse 
with President Bill Clinton 
and the unpopular govern¬ 


ment shutdown that fol¬ 
lowed. With Gingrich, “the 
message resanates more 
than the record," said Mark 
Meckler, a co-founder of 
Tea Party Patriots. Gingrich 
is skilled at synthesizing and 
expressing conservatives’ 
goals and anger, Meck¬ 
ler said. But he also has “a 
long history that’s hard to 
explain away.” 

If that’s true, it’s possible the 
attacks being launched 
against Gingrich, mainly 
by Paul and groups back¬ 
ing Rcmney, will take a big 
toll before the Iowa cau¬ 
cus and the Jan. 10 New 
Hampshire primary. 

It’s also possible, some GOP 
analysts say, that the at¬ 
tacks will endear Gingrich 
to conservatives more than 
ever. Romney has struggled 
far manths to rise above 
30 percent in Republican 
horserace pells. The abvious 
hunger far a nan-Ramney 
candidate could anoint 
Gingrich if he’s the last rival 


standing after others have 
fallen. 

Issues and questians raised 
by the three polls of Iowa 
Republicans include: 

EXPERIENCE. 

Separate surveys for The 
Des Moines Register and 
New York Times-CBS News 
showed Gingrich with an 
overwhelming lead on the 
question of which Repub¬ 
lican has the best experi¬ 
ence to be president and 
handle world crises. 

That raises seriaus daubts 
abaut Romney’s strategy. 
The former one-term Mas¬ 
sachusetts governor says 
his decades as a business¬ 
man are preferable to the 
background of someone 
who “has spent the last 40 
years in Washingtan." Ram- 
ney's campaign this week 
draught out former con¬ 
gressional colleagues at 
Gingrich who said he was 
divisive and erratic in his feur 
years as House speaker.Q 
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Deadline passes for Occupy Boston without eviction 


LAURA GRIMALDI 
STEVE LeBLANC 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — A dimin¬ 
ished Occupy Boston en¬ 
campment held its ground 
otter police decided not 
to immediately enforce o 
midnight deadline that the 
mayor hod set for them to 
leave a city square. 

Two protesters were ar¬ 
rested after police said 
they moved a tent into 
a street and refused to 
move, blocking traffic. But 
there were no other serious 
confrontations between 
the demonstrators and 
supporters who gathered 
at the site os the deadline 
loomed. 

The threat of forcible re¬ 
moval left Boston poised 
Friday to join several other 
cities, including New York 
City, Los Angeles, Philadel¬ 
phia and San Francisco, 
where officials moved to 
oust protesters. 

Boston police Supt. William 
Evans told protesters that 
even though Mayor Thom¬ 
as Menino set the dead¬ 
line, he did not specify 
when the camp would be 
shut down. 

“We're continuing to work 
with (the protesters)... and 
hopefully come to a good 
conclusion where we don’t 



Occupy protester Lauren Chalas of Plymouth, Mass., center, sits on top of a folded tent wrapped in 
plastic as it is removed from the Dewey Square area of Boston. A plan by Occupy Boston protestors 
to bring the winterized tent into the movement’s Dewey Square encampment was met with opposi¬ 
tion from the city. The tent, which did not enter the encampment, was taken away by truck after 
protesters met with members of the Boston police and fire department. 


have any confrantations 
and there are na arrests,” 
Evans told reporters. 

Many protesters had pulled 
up stakes and left the en¬ 
campment Thursday after 
learning of the deadline, 
but others stayed, and 
some said they were pre¬ 
pared to be arrested. 

“I have no intention of leav¬ 
ing,” said 20-year-old Bran¬ 
don Cloran, who has lived 
at the camp for the past six 
weeks. 

“No one here will give up,” 
Cloran said Friday morning. 


The encampment site in 
Dewey Square in the city's 
financial district looked no¬ 
ticeably smaller Friday than 
it had since the protesters 
first began occupying the 
site on Sept. 30. Only about 
40 protesters and 35 tents 
remained, covering less 
than half the area the pro¬ 
test once did. 

The remaining protesters 
said they were not de¬ 
terred by the smaller pres¬ 
ence. Mike Hipson, 19, said 
he expects some protest¬ 
ers who went to Wash- 


(AP Photo/Steven Senne) 

ington this week to return 
Friday afternoon. He said 
the group has no immedi¬ 
ate plans to leave. Around 
the protesters, a police of¬ 
ficer removed metal bar¬ 
riers while a public works 
crew loaded wood, lawn 
chairs, plastic covers and 
other items onto a recy¬ 
cling truck. 

During a visit to the site at 
about 8 a.m. Friday, Bos¬ 
ton Police Commissioner 
Edward Davis wouldn't say 
what the city plans to do 
about the remaining pro¬ 


testers. 

Demonstrators and their 
supporters began gather¬ 
ing in the hours before the 
midnight deadline. Oc¬ 
cupy groups from Worces¬ 
ter and Providence, Rhode 
Island, helped swell the 
ranks, along with university 
students, a group of Quak¬ 
ers and some veterans, 
including a Marine in full 
dress uniform. 

About 1,000 people filled 
the streets around the fi¬ 
nancial district and a party¬ 
like atmosphere reigned as 
a marching band played 
and people sang and 
danced. 

As midnight approached. 
Occupy Boston members 
began organizing those 
demonstrators willing to be 
arrested, telling them to 
stay in the encampment 
and link arms. After pro¬ 
testers chanted “We are 
the 99 percent” and sing¬ 
ing “Solidarity Forever” for 
several minutes, the band 
began playing again for 
the crowd. Hours later, as 
dawn approached, the 
scene was markedly qui¬ 
eter, with only a handful of 
police officers keeping eye 
on the remaining protest¬ 
ers, a few of whom were 
still packing up tents and 
gathering belongings. □ 
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Mom enters insanity plea 
in US river tot-toss case 



Devi Silvia, who tossed her toddler into the Hudson River thought 
she’d heard a dog speaking to her and another voice telling her 
to jump in the water, prosecutors said Friday as they agreed to 
let her resolve the attempted-murder case by agreeing to pos¬ 
sible psychiatric hospitalization. Now diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder, 35-year-old Silvia had never exhibited symptoms until 
days before she threw her 21 -month-old daughter — and herself 
— into the chilly water off Manhattan’s Upper West Side in May 
2010, prosecutors said. 


Family struggled before 
Texas welfare shooting 


JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A mother 
who tossed her toddler into 
the Hudson River thought 
she'd heard a dog speak¬ 
ing ta her and another 
voice telling her to jump in 
the water, prosecutors said 
Friday as they agreed to let 
her resolve the attempted- 
murder case by agreeing 
to possible psychiatric hos¬ 
pitalization. 

Now diagnosed with bi¬ 
polar disarder, 35-year- 
old Devi Silvia had never 
exhibited symptams until 
days before she threw her 
21-month-old daughter — 
and herself — into the chilly 
water off Manhattan’s Up¬ 
per West Side in May 2010, 
prosecutors said. 

But over the roughly four 
days beforehand, the 
former high school math 
teacher from India thought 
she saw a strange bright 
light coming from her bed¬ 
room door during the night, 
had the idea that Gad had 


sent someone to clean her 
kitchen and felt her 6-year- 
ald and people at the 
child’s schoci were giving 
her unusual and frighten¬ 
ing leaks, Manhattan Assis¬ 
tant District Attorney Kevin 
Wilson told a judge. 

On the morning when she 
and her younger daughter 
would end up in the river, 
she believed she heard a 
dog in a playground tell 
her she also was a dog and 
then heard a vaice com¬ 
mand her to leap inta the 
river as she and the toddler 
walked alongside it. 

“It is clear that (Silvia) was 
acting as a result of a psy¬ 
chotic break with reality 
due to her bipolar disor¬ 
der" and didn’t under¬ 
stand what was happen¬ 
ing to her, Wilson said as he 
explained why prosecutors 
made a rare agreement to 
let her plead nat guilty be¬ 
cause at mental illness and 
face the potential at psy¬ 
chiatric hcspitalizaticn, not 
prison.Q 


PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 
LAREDO, Texas (AP) — In 

one of the poorest counties 
in the United States, neigh- 
bars still pitied Rachelle 
Grimmer and her children. 
Grimmer wculd walk down 
the highway after midnight 
and beg clasing crews at 
restaurants far food they 
planned to throw away. 

Her children, 12-year-old 
Ramie and 10-year-old Tim¬ 
othy, didn’t go to school. 
They bathed outside the 
family’s trailer with the gar¬ 
den base. Timathy ware the 
same camouflage shorts 
day after day. 

Grimmer didn’t have a job, 
and the state had denied 
the family toad stamps and 
emergency help despite 
repeated requests. Tragic 
shootings sometimes come 
without warning, but in¬ 
terviews with family mem¬ 
bers and neighbors show 


there were many signs of 
frustration before Grimmer 
entered a state welfare 
building with a .38-caliber 
handgun earlier this week 
and shat herself and her 
children after a seven-hour 
standoff. 

Ramie died Wednesday 
night at a San Antonio hos¬ 
pital; her brather was taken 
off life support Thursday 
and died. They led a mis¬ 
erable, nomadic life lead¬ 
ing up to the standoff — 
which Ramie live-updated 
on Facebook with an eerie 
mix at detachment (“im 
bared") and dread (“may 
die 2day"). 

The children’s father. Dale 
Grimmer, had tried three 
times since his divcrce 
about six years ago to have 
them removed from his ex- 
wife’s custody while they 
were living in Montana and 
Ohio, said his mother, Mary 
Lee Shepherd. She claimed 


her daughter-in-law had a 
history of mental illness that 
authorities ignored. 

But Grimmer’s friends dis¬ 
puted that, and the Mon¬ 
tana Department of Public 
Health and Human Servic¬ 
es had no calls abaut the 
family in its recards, agency 
spokesman Jan Ebelt said. 
Ohia officials would not 
provide information about 
the family without an open 
records request, which can 
take weeks or even months 
to process. 

Oscar Cuerriar, a carpen¬ 
ter and neighbar in the 
Lareda trailer park where 
they moved in the spring, 
said he brought the fam¬ 
ily grilled fish and chicken 
after Grimmer’s request for 
food stamps was denied; 
the only cooking surface in 
the RV was an electric skil¬ 
let. He rejected the idea 
that Grimmer was mentally 
ill.a 
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Man condemned to death in US home invasion 
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JOHN CHRISTOFFERSEN 
Associated Press 
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 
(AP) — A jury condemned 
a U.S. man to death Friday 
for raping and strangling a 
woman and killing her two 
daughters in an attack that 
led to the defeat of a bill to 
abolish the death penalty 
in Connecticut and was 
compared to Truman Ca¬ 
pote’s “In Cold Blood." 
Joshua Komisarjevsky will 
join his accomplice Steven 
Hayes on Connecticut's 
death row. 

The jury, after deliberating 
for five days, rejected de¬ 
fense attorneys’ request to 
spare his life in light of the 
sexual abuse he suffered 
as a boy. Juror Timothy An¬ 
derson said the jury was 
split when it started deliber¬ 


Dr. William Petit Jr., right, speaks to the media as mother 
and father-in-law Marybelle Hawke, left, Richard Hawke, 
second from left, and sister Johanna Chapman listen, outside 
Superior Court in New Haven after a jury condemned Joshua 
Komisarjevsky to death for the murder of Petit’s wife and 
daughters in New Haven, Conn., Friday, Dec. 9 , 2011. Petit is the 
sole survivor of the 2007 Cheshire, Conn., home invasion where 
his wife, Jennifer Hawke-Petit and their daughters, Hoyley and 
Michaelo, were murdered. 

(AP Photo/Jessica Hill) 
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ating, and some jurors wept 
as they reviewed the case. 
The two paroled burglars 
tormented a family of 
four before killing Jennifer 
Hawke-Petit and leaving 
her daughters, 17-year-old 
Hoyley and 11-year-old Mi- 
chaela, to die. 

The girls died of smoke inha¬ 
lation after they were tied 
to their beds and doused in 
gasoline before the house 
was set ablaze. 

In closing arguments, a 
prosecutor said the two 
men created “the ultimate 
house of horrors" by inflict¬ 
ing extreme psychological 
and physical pain. 

“It was shockingly brutal. 
It was evil. It was vicious," 
prosecutor Gary Nicholson 
said. 

The only survivor, Dr. Wil¬ 


liam Petit, was beaten with 
a baseball bat and tied up 
but managed to escape. 
He appeared calm as the 
verdict was pronounced, 
his eyes blinking rapidly. 
“We think that society will 
be a little bit safer with 
he and his co-defendant 
locked up and facing the 
death penalty,” Petit said. 
“We certainly have been 
criticized over the years 
that this is vengeance and 
blood lust, but this is really 
about justice.” 

The crime in the affluent 
suburb in 2007 led to tough¬ 
er state laws for repeat of¬ 
fenders and home inva¬ 
sions. 

Before the verdict was an¬ 
nounced, defense attor¬ 
ney Walter Bansley said his 
client was prepared for a 


death sentence. 

“He’s very accepting," 
Bansley said. 

“He’s been realistic from 
the beginning and he un¬ 
derstood that public senti¬ 
ment is very much against 
him." 

The jury sentenced him to 
death on each of six capi¬ 
tal felony counts. 
Komisarjevsky will join 10 
other men on Connecti¬ 
cut’s death row. The state 
has executed only one 
man since 1960, and the 
31-year-old Komisarjevsky 
will likely spend years, if not 
decades, in prison. 

In arguing for a life sen¬ 
tence, his lawyers said his 
ultra-religious family never 
got Komisarjevsky proper 
psychological help after 
he was repeatedly sexually 
abused as a child by his fos¬ 
ter brother. 

“The only option he ever 
had was to go through life 
damaged,” Bansley said in 
his closing argument. 

His lawyers said they did not 
believe it was in Komisar- 
jevsky’s best interest to take 
the stand. 

“The severity of his damage 
would have been obvious 
and it would have alienat¬ 
ed him from the jury," Bans¬ 
ley said. 

Hayes was convicted last 
year of raping and stran¬ 
gling Hawke-Petit and kill¬ 
ing the girls. Komisarjevsky 
was convicted Oct. 13 of 
the killings and of sexually 
assaulting Michaela. 
Komisarjevsky admitted in 
an audiotaped confession 
played for the jury that he 
spotted Hawke-Petit and 
Michaela at a supermarket 
and followed them home. 
After putting his daughter 
to bed, he and Hayes re¬ 
turned to the Petit house 
in the middle of the night 
to rob it. The men blamed 
each other for escalating 
the crime. □ 
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Romney seeks high ground in Presidential debate 



Republican presidential candidate, former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney speaks during a town haii meeting, Friday, Dec. 9, 
2011, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall) 


CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) 

— Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Ramney 
tried to take the high road 
while his allies attacked 
Newt Gingrich, the termer 
U.S. House ot Representa¬ 
tives speaker now leading 
in national polls and in the 
key state of Iowa. 

The two leading candi¬ 
dates to challenge Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama next 
year will meet face to face 
at a nationally televised 
Republican debate Satur¬ 
day night. The campaign’s 
opening contest for the 
2012 election is Jan. 3 in 
Iowa, just weeks away. 
Gingrich’s quick rise in the 
polls is threatening Rom¬ 
ney in the race for the Re¬ 
publican nomination, and 
Romney defended himself 
on Friday otter supporters 
started airing a TV attack 
ad and called Gingrich 
untrustworthy. The former 
Massachusetts governor’s 
campaign also arranged a 
conference call Thursday in 
which former New Hamp¬ 
shire governor John Sununu 


and former Senator Jim 
Talent attacked Gingrich. 
The criticism came after 
months of focusing solely 
on Obama, indicating that 
Romney is on the defense 
after Gingrich’s strong rise 
in the polls. 

“I can’t write a script for 
Gov. Sununu or anybody 
else,” Romney told report¬ 


ers. “I can tell you that the 
people who have worked 
for Speaker Gingrich have 
their own views, and they’ll 
express their views. My 
views are to focus on the 
distinctions we have on is¬ 
sues.” 

Romney was careful not 
to attack Gingrich himself, 
passing up on opportunity 


to criticize Gingrich on im¬ 
migration, an issue over 
which the two candidates 
hove sparred in recent 
weeks. 

Romney’s gentle tone 
contrasts sharply with the 
quickly escalating tenor of 
the Republican nominat¬ 
ing campaign, which has 
come down to a race be¬ 
tween him and Gingrich in 
recent days. 

Romney is working to keep 
expectations low in Iowa, 
where he faces skepticism 
from conservative caucus 
goers because of his Mor¬ 
mon faith and reversals 
on cultural issues. Doubts 
about Romney among 
conservative Republicans 
and members of the small- 
government, low-tax tea 
party wing have kept his 
candidacy from ever gain¬ 
ing more than about 25 
percent support in the polls 
overall. 

The new attacks on Gin¬ 
grich give the impression 
of worry on Romney’s port, 
Gingrich’s Iowa campaign 
chairwoman Linda Upmey- 


er said. 

“It is desperate. It looks like 
a panic attack,” Upmeyer 
told The Associated Press. 
The Gingrich campaign 
planned a conference coll 
later Friday to criticize Rom¬ 
ney with Upmeyer and for¬ 
mer Iowa Representative 
Greg Ganske. 

Such calls, a routine tactic 
for most campaigns, are 
uncommon for Gingrich. 
Gingrich still trails Romney 
in New Hampshire, the 
second state to choose a 
candidate and one that 
borders the state Romney 
governed, 

Massachusetts. But Gin¬ 
grich’s rise reflects conser¬ 
vative Republicans’ grow¬ 
ing belief that his bare- 
knuckles political style has 
a better chance of defeat¬ 
ing Obama. 

The president’s job approv¬ 
al rating has plummeted 
over his handling of the U.S. 
economy. Voters are in a 
sour mood over an 8.6 per¬ 
cent unemployment rate 
and millions of home mort¬ 
gage foreclosures.Q 


Swatch, a supplier to rivals, now wants to cut them off 



A watchmakers works on timepieces in the toctory of Edox 
Swiss Watches, which uses parts made by the Swatch Group, in 
Les Genevez, Switzerland. Starting Jan. 1, the Swatch Group will 
begin to cut back, and possibly eventually end, its sales of inner 
workings to competitors to concentrate on producing watches 
with higher profit margins and to make sure it has enough sup¬ 
plies on hand for its own fast-growing high-end brands, includ¬ 
ing Omega, Tissot and Breguet. 

(Mathias Depardon/International Herald Tribune) 


RAPHAEL MINDER 
© 2011 New York Times 
GENEVA - The Swatch 
Group may be best known 
for its playful, plastic watch¬ 
es. But it also produces me¬ 
chanical movements and 
other watch components 


that it sells to most of its ri¬ 
val timepiece makers. 
Starting Jan. 1, though, 
the company will begin 
to cut bock, and possibly 
eventually end, its sales of 
the inner workings to com¬ 
petitors to concentrate on 


producing watches with 
higher profit margins and 
to moke sure it has enough 
supplies on hand for its own 
brands, including Longines, 
Omega, Tissot and Breg¬ 
uet. 

Swatch’s move, which was 
approved by Switzerland’s 
competition authority, is 
being challenged in court 
by nine watch compa¬ 
nies, many of them small 
and without the financial 
wherewithal to produce 
their own movements. 

The plaintiffs predict that 
several companies will 
disappear because they 
hove few other options 
for the parts, which must 
come from Switzerland to 
keep the lucrative “Swiss 
mode” label. 

They also argue that if 
Swatch goes through with 
its withdrawal, the result 
could be as wrenching to 
the Swiss watch industry 
as the arrival of Japanese 
digital watches, which al¬ 
most led to the industry’s 
collapse in the 1970s. 


The dispute is fanning re¬ 
sentment of Swatch’s clout 
and size in an industry that 
is showing exceptional 
strength, as demand from 
Asians who want to com¬ 


municate their wealth and 
taste overcome the world¬ 
wide economic downturn 
and the strong franc. 


“A lot of companies 
will cease to exist while 
Swatch, the monopoly op¬ 
erator, will simply get stron¬ 
ger,” said Peter Stas, the 
Dutch co-owner of Frede- 


rique Constant, an inde¬ 
pendent watch company 
in Geneva that is one of 
the plaintiffs.Q 



Jean-Daniel Pasche, president of the Federation of the Swiss 
Watch Industry, which includes about 500 companies ranging 
from the behemoth Swatch to small boutique companies, at his 
office in Biel, Switzerland. 

(Mathias Depardon/International Herald Tribune) 
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Nobel winner says Arab Spring will banish terror 


BJOERN H. AMLAND 
KARL RIHER 
Associated Press 
OSLO, Norway (AP) — No¬ 
bel Peace Prize winner 
Tawakkul Karman says she 
believes the pro-democra¬ 
cy revolts that have swept 
the Arab world will help 
“drive out” al-Qaida terror¬ 
ists. Karman told The As¬ 
sociated Press on the eve 
of Saturday's award cer¬ 
emony that the autocratic 
leaders that were toppled 
from Tunisia to her native 
Yemen created an envi¬ 
ronment where extremism 
could grow. 

“When there is dictatorship, 
you will find extremism and 
you will find terrorism,” said 
Karman, a female icon of 
the protest movement in 
Yemen. “I am so confident 
that these peaceful revo¬ 
lutions and new govern¬ 
ments in the Arab region 
and the rest of the world 
will drive out terrorism.” 

A 32-year-old journalist 
and member of the Islamic 
party Islah, Karman is the 
first Arab woman to win 
the Nobel Peace Prize. She 
shared it with Liberian Presi¬ 
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
and women’s rights cam¬ 
paigner Leymah Gbowee. 
The peace prize committee 
recognized the three wom¬ 
en for championing wom¬ 
en’s rights in regions where 
oppression is common and 
helping women participate 
in peace-building. Karman, 
who also heads the hu¬ 
man rights group Women 


Journalists without Chains, 
said she’s not worried that 
conservative Islamist par¬ 
ties would roll back wom¬ 
en’s rights, and she expects 
women in Yemen to hold 
top political offices, includ¬ 
ing that of president, “in 
the near future.” Islamist 
parties dominated the first 


round of Egypt’s first parlia¬ 
mentary elections follow¬ 
ing the ouster of President 
Hosni Mubarak. Only four 
women won among 150 
of 498 seats determined. 
Islamic parties also scored 


election victories in Tunisia 
and Morocco. “I am not 
afraid of the future. If we 
did we would not make this 
revolution,” Karman said. 
“We should not marginalize 
anyone. Participation in the 
political life is the only way 
that will drive extremism 
(away), so I am not afraid.” 


At a joint news conference 
earlier Friday, the three 
peace laureates said they 
felt the award had empow¬ 
ered their struggle for wom¬ 
en’s rights, democracy and 
peace in their home coun¬ 


tries and beyond. “No lon¬ 
ger will the world exclude 
us,” said Gbowee, 39, who 
long campaigned for the 
rights of women, against 
rape and challenging Libe¬ 
ria’s war lords. 

Karman drew applause 
when she proclaimed that 
the period in which women 


appeared as victims has 
ended. 

“They are leaders,” she 
said. “Not just leaders in 
their countries, or leaders 
in their struggles. They are 
leaders in the world.” 


She said she hoped the 
uprising against outgoing 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
had changed Yemen’s rep¬ 
utation as hotbed of terror¬ 
ists. 

Sirleaf, Africa’s first demo¬ 
cratically elected female 
president, is widely credited 
with helping Liberia emerge 
from an especially brutal 
civil war. She dedicated 
the Nobel to the women 
who have suffered in con¬ 
flicts in Africa. 

“They have carried the bur¬ 
den of those conflicts, sub¬ 
jected to rape, to sex slav¬ 
ery, being the ones who 
have to continue to have 
to provide for their children 
even as their men are out 
in war,” she said. 

Sirleaf was elected presi¬ 
dent in 2005 and won re- 
election in October. 

No woman or sub-Saharan 
African had won the prize 
since 2004, when the com¬ 
mittee honored Wangari 
Maathai of Kenya, who 
mobilized poor women 
to fight deforestation by 
planting trees. 

By selecting Karman the 
prize committee also rec¬ 
ognized the Arab Spring 
movement championed 
by often anonymous activ¬ 
ists from Tunisia to Syria. 

Last year’s peace prize 
went to imprisoned Chi¬ 
nese dissident Liu Xiaobo, 
who was represented by an 
empty chair at the awards 
ceremony as an infuriated 
China would not allow him 
to travel to Norway.Q 



Human rights activist Tawakkol Karman of Yemen speaks at a press conference at the Nobel 
Institute in Oslo, Norway Friday Dec. 9, 2011. Karman will receive the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize 
on Saturday with Liberian president Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and Liberian peace activist Leymah 
Gbowee for their non-violent struggle for the safety of women and for women’s rights to full 
participation in peace-building work. 

(AP Photo/John McConnico) 
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Caribbean News Briefs 


PM says US provided aeriai 
surveiiiance of isiand’s raid 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — A U.S. surveillance plane 
helped monitor the deadly 2010 raid by Jamaican security 
forces to capture a fugitive crime boss, the prime minister 
said, reversing earlier government denials. A U.S. P-3 Orion 
aircraft provided aerial surveillance of the effort to capture 
Christopher “Dudus” Coke, Prime Minister Andrew Holness 
told reporters Thursday. 

The raid set off a fierce battle in a West Kingston slum that 
left more than 70 people dead. 

Holness said the U.S. had no other role in the raid in the 
Tivoli Gardens neighborhood. 

His statement came a day after Minister of National 
Security Dwight Nelson said at a news briefing that the U.S. 
had not provided any surveillance of the raid, denying 
a report in The New Yorker magazine. Holness said that 
Nelson made the statement in error because Nelson was 
not aware of the details of the U.S. assistance. 

The hunt for Coke in his West Kingston slum stronghold led 
to a confrontation that killed 73 civilians and three security 
officers over four days of fighting. He was captured by 
Jamaican authorities in June 2010 and extradited to the 
U.S., where he pleaded guilty in August to racketeering 
and assault charges. He faces up to 23 years in prison 
when he is sentenced. □ 

US defends conditions 
in Gitmo discipiine biock 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Cfficials at Guantanamo 
Bay are defending conditions at a disciplinary block 
known as Five Echo, denying that they violate the Geneva 
Conventions. Cfficials say Five Echo is by its nature harsher 
than the cammunal sectian at Guantanama far detainees 
wha follow prison rules. But Army Col. Donnie Thomas says 
the camp meets regulatians. Lawyers far detainees say 
the cells are toa small, the tailets are inadequate and it 
is inhumane to keep detainees held there for 20 hours a 
day. They say its especially inappropriate far detainees 
who have not been convicted of crimes. Guantanamo 
officials took the unusual step Friday of releasing photos 
of Five Echo to The Associated Press. Lawyers say they 
believe no such photos have previously been released. □ 

Marlins’ Nunez apologizes 
for using fake name, age 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (AP) — Miami 
Marlins reliever Leo Nunez has apologized for using a fake 
name and age, saying he falsified his identify when he 
was yaung so he could play professional baseball. Nunez 
says in an interview with The Associated Press that “it was 
a mistake” and has apologized to his fans, the Marlins 
and U.S. gavernment. His real name is Juan Carlas Cvieda 
and he’s 29, a year older than listed in the Marlins’ media 
guide. He spoke to the AP in the Dominican Republic on 
Friday, a day after he was arrested on a charge of using a 
false identity and then released. Officials say he would not 
be prosecuted because he was cooperating with a larger 
investigation of fake documents. In September, the Marlins 
placed him on baseball’s restricted list after Dominican 
authorities said he was implicated in the case.Q 


show, irking Havana 



Members of Cuba’s dissident group ‘Ladies in White’ shout 
siogans inside the home of Laura Poiian, late leader of the 
group, as pro-government demonstrators surround the house 
to prevent them from marching in Havana, Cuba, Friday Dec. 
9 , 2011. The Ladies in White had planned to march marking 
the day of the Virgin of La Merced, or Our Lady of Mercy, the 
patron saint of prisoners. 

(AP Photo/Franklin Reyes) 


Cuban exiles plan fireworks 
PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — A coali¬ 
tion of Cuban exiles sailed 
south from Florida on Friday 
to protest the island’s hu¬ 
man rights record by light¬ 
ing up the night sky with 
fireworks, eliciting a stern re¬ 
buke from Havana officials 
who called it an affront to 
national sovereignty. 
Organizers said their boats 
would anchor a little more 
than 12 miles (19 kilome¬ 
ters) from the Cuban capi¬ 
tal, just outside Cuba’s 
territorial waters, and in 
early evening multicolored 
explosions could be seen 
intermittenly far off on the 
horizon from the Havana’s 
seafront. Only a handful of 
people turned out on the 
Malecon oceanside bou¬ 
levard at one of the most 
popular spots where Cu¬ 
bans gather to socialize. A 
steady wind and sporadic 
rain, combined with high 
waves crashing over the 
seawall, made it a less than 
ideal time for being beside 
the sea. Organizers insisted 
the exiles’ 18th protest flo¬ 
tilla over the years would 
be peaceful and was not a 
provocation, though they 
said they were trying to co¬ 
ordinate the protest with 
actions by dissidents on 
the island. They called on 
other Havana residents to 
bang soup pots in solidarity 
during the fireworks on the 
eve of International Human 
Rights Day. The exiles said 
they were merely exercis¬ 
ing their right to freedom 
of expression, and the U.S. 
government said it couldn’t 
legally stop them. 

Cuban officials accused 
them of having malicious 
aims. “There’s a whole pro¬ 
gram of provocative acts,” 
said Jose Luis Mendez, 
an official at Cuba’s Inte¬ 
rior Ministry. “This is not just 
about innocuous fireworks. 
It is subversive.” More than 
two dozen members of the 
Ladies in White dissident 
group, meanwhile, held a 
literary tea and discussion 
of the United Nations’ Uni¬ 
versal Declaration of Hu¬ 
man Rights at the house of 
former leader Laura Pollan, 
who died last month. 

A boisterous crowd 


clogged the street out¬ 
side shouting epithets like 
“worms” at the Ladies and 
proclaiming support for Fi¬ 
del and Raul Castro in what 
is known in Cuba as an “act 
of repudiation.” 

The government insists such 
counter-demonstrations 
are spontaneous outpour¬ 
ings of revolutionary senti¬ 
ment, despite thinly veiled 
coordination with state 
security agents. The street 
outside the house had 
been closed to traffic since 
Thursday. “We cannot cel¬ 
ebrate Human Rights Day 
here in Cuba. We can’t be¬ 
cause they repress us and 
beat us. Right now there’s 
an act of repudiation in 


front of the Ladies in White 
headquarters,” said Bertha 
Soler, one of the group’s 
founders. She accused po¬ 
lice of blocking some mem¬ 
bers from joining them. 
Other dissidents also report¬ 
ed that government oppo¬ 
nents were briefly held to 
keep them from gathering 
or protesting, though their 
accounts could not be in¬ 
dependently confirmed. 
The government strenu¬ 
ously denies beating dis¬ 
sidents, whom it considers 
to be common criminals. 
It accuses them of taking 
money from Washington 
to destabilize the island 
and bring down its socialist 
revolution. □ 


THE CINEMAS 


" thecinemas.aw 


Valid till Dec. 8 


AT RENAISSANCE 


THE SITTER 


daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 
HUGO 
daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 


6.00 - 8.30 

I. 00-3.30 

II. 00 


NEW 


5.00 - 8.00 
2.00 
11.00 

THE DESCENDANTS 

daily: 6.15-9.00 

matinee: 12.45-3.30 

late show: 11.45 

THE TWIGHTLIGHT SAGA: 
BREAKING DAWN PART 1 

daily: 6.00 - 8.45 

matinee: 12.30-3.15 

late show: 11.30 


asNEwm 




AT PASEO HERENCIA 


THE SITTER 

daily: 4.30 - 7.00 - 9.30 NEW 

matinee: 2.00 

late show: 12.00 

HUGO 
daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 

NOVAZEMBLA ^ 

daily: 6.00 - 8.30 ^ 

matinee: 

late show: 11.00 NEWEG-11 

THE TWIGHTLIGHT SAGA: 
BREAKING DAWN PART 1 

daily: 5.30-8.15 

matinee: 12.00-2.45 m 

late show: 11.00 ^ I PG-13 


12.00-3.00 g3|||jjj,rpg-| 


ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 

daily: 6.15-8.30 

matinee: 1.15-3.45 
late show: 11.00 

rpGi 

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 

daily: 4.15-6.45-9.15 

matinee: 1.45 

late show: 11.45 

rpGi 

HAPPY FEET IN 2D 

daily: 4.30 

matinee: 2.00 
late show: 

rpGi 

HAPPY FEET IN 2D 

daily: 

matinee: 1.00-3.30 

late show: 

B31 


JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN 

daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 


7.00 - 9.30 
12.00 


I rpGi 


I = subtitulos en Espahol 


Matinee: sat 


TOWER HEIST 

daily: 6.00 - 8.45 

matinee: 

late show: 11.15 

THE RUM DIARY 

daily: 6.15-9.00 

matinee: 12.45-3.30 

late show: 12.00 


Late show: fri & sat 



























Saturday, December 10, 2011 


JDIWORLD NEWS 




SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWUM & SWING! 

DAILY 9-1:30pm $57pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 2:30-5:30pm 
$38pp Shorter version 
with Open Bar, Gear 
& Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
oniy $30pp 
Open Bar inciuded 
& Ropeswing! 


ISWS’JS®' 

Tue, Wed, Thur, Fri 
6:30-9:30pm only $75pp 
Join our crew for Pirate Feast, 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


Tickets availabie at Joiiy Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at SAVC $10 pCI* COUpIc/pCI' COUpOII 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hoteis between Holiday Inn and Marriott mOFIlinS & dinilBF CFUiSG 

Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 

For direct telephone reservations OA A9 /B VOEO f 55 per COUp)e/per COUpOII 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 9O0 We/ 97 m ■ 090 *0V AftemOOII CrUISC 



Chavez cancels trip to Argentina and Brazil 


Congo’s president 
re-elected in disputed result 



Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, center, waves after a press conference with foreign media at 
Miraflores presidentiai paiace in Caracas, Venezueia. 


Supporters of Congolese president Joseph Kabila take to the 
streets in jubilation in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Friday Dec. 9, 2011, after the electoral commission declared 
their candidate the winner. Kabila won with 49 percent of the 
18.14 million votes cast, while longtime opposition leader Etienne 
Tshisekedi had 32 percent, according to the final tallies released 
by election commission chief Daniel Ngoy Mulunda. Tshisekedi 
supporters in the meantime were taking to the streets and setting 
tires ablaze. 

(AP Photo/Jerome Delay) 


-CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez on Friday 
canceled a trip to Argenti¬ 
na and Brazil, citing his gov¬ 
ernment’s etforts to help 
flood victims. 

Chavez announced the 
decision in a phone call on 
state television. 
“Unfortunately I had to can¬ 
cel my trip to Buenos Aires,” 
Chavez said, 

adding that Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Nicolas Maduro would 
take his place at Saturday’s 
inauguration of Argentine 
President Cristina Fernan¬ 


dez. 

“The rains hit us hard,” said 
Chavez, who also chatted 
by phone with evacuees at 
a disaster shelter. 

Interior and Justice Minister 
Tareck El Aissami said floods 
and mudslides this week 
have caused at least eight 
deaths and that thousands 
of families have left their 
homes to take refuge in 
government shelters. 
Chavez confirmed he was 
canceling the trip hours af¬ 
ter on organization headed 
by former Brazilian President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said 


(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 

it hod been informed that 
Chavez was no longer go¬ 
ing. Chavez hod planned 
to visit Silva in Brazil after at¬ 
tending Fernandez’s inau¬ 
guration. 

As for his health, Chavez 
said “I’m very well.” 

“I’m very sweaty. I’ve been 
jogging. ... I jogged 40 min¬ 
utes today,” he said. 

The 57-year-old president 
hod a cancerous tumor 
removed from his pelvic 
region in June and under¬ 
went four rounds of chemo¬ 
therapy. He has said that 
he is now cancer-free.Q 


RUKMINI CALLIMACHI 
Associated Press 
KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — 

Congo’s opposition leader, 
who was declared the loser 
of the country’s election, 
rejected those results and 
insisted he was president, 
setting the stage for a dan¬ 
gerous confrontation in the 
volatile Central African na¬ 
tion. In the hours after in¬ 
cumbent President Joseph 
Kabila was named the win¬ 


ner of last month's race, 
unease gripped Congo’s 
capital, though the mass 
mobilization of opposition 
supporters that some ob¬ 
servers had feared did not 
immediately occur Friday. 
Columns of smoke 
smudged the sky above 
opposition neighborhoods 
where angry young men 
burned tires, sporadic shots 
pierced the air, and po¬ 
lice wearing helmets and 
shin guards patrolled the 
streets. Across town in parts 
of Kinshasa loyal to Kabi¬ 
la, women cheered from 
balconies and supporters 
staged small victory pa¬ 
rades across the wide bou¬ 
levards. The 40-year-old 
Kabila won 48.9 percent of 
the vote, or about 8.8 mil¬ 
lion of the 18.1 million votes 
cost. □ 
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POWER - BAll - PROBRESSIVE 


A blogger coins a phrase and galvanizes Russian discontent 


ELLEN BARRY 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - The man most 
responsible for the ex¬ 
traordinary burst of anti¬ 
government activism here 
over the post week will not 
speak at o roily planned for 
Saturday, or even attend it, 
because he is in prison. 

Cut off from the Internet, 
Russia’s best-known blog¬ 
ger will hove to wait until 
the next morning, when his 
lawyer will take him o stock 
of printouts telling him what 
happened - whether the 
protest fizzled, exploded 
into violence or mode his¬ 
tory. 

At o final coordinating 
meeting for the protest 
Friday evening, where o 
roomful of veteran organiz¬ 
ers were shouting to moke 
themselves heard, o young 
environmental activist 
turned toward the crowd, 
suddenly grove. 

“I'd like to thank Aleksei 
Novolny,” she said. “Thanks 
to him, specifically be¬ 
cause of the efforts of this 
concrete person, tomorrow 
thousands of people will 
come out to the square. 
It was he who united us 
with the idea: all against 
‘the Party of Swindlers and 
Thieves,’” 

the name Novolny coined 
to refer to Vladimir V. Pu¬ 
tin’s political party. United 
Russia. 

A week ago, Novolny, 35, 
was famous mainly within 
the narrow context of Rus¬ 
sia’s blogosphere. But otter 
Sunday’s parliamentary 
elections, he channeled 
accumulated anger over 
reported violations into 
street politics, calling out to 
“nationalists, 

liberals, leftists, greens, veg¬ 
etarians, Martians” via his 
Twitter feed (135,750 follow¬ 
ers) and his blog(61,184) to 
protest the way the elec- 



Aleksei Navalny, an activist and blogger, near his office in central Moscow. Novolny used social 
media to urge his followers to protest against the reported violations regarding Russia’s recent par¬ 
liamentary elections, and if its turnout is large enough, he will be credited for mobilizing a genera¬ 
tion of young Russians through social media, a leap much like the one that gave the U.S. Occupy 
Wall Street and youthful uprisings throughout Europe this year. 

(James Hill/The New York Times) 


tions were conducted. 

If Saturday’s pratest is as 
large as its arganizers seem 
ta expect - the city has 
granted a permit for 30,000 
- Navalny will be credited 
for mobilizing a generation 
of young Russians through 
social media, a leap much 
like the one that spawned 
Occupy Wall Street and 
youth uprisings throughout 
Europe this year. 

The full measure at Na- 
valny’s charisma became 
clear after pretests Manday 
night; an estimated 5,000 
people materialized, mak¬ 
ing it the largest anti-Krem- 
lin demonstration in recent 
memory, and Navalny was 
arrested on charges of re¬ 
sisting the police and sen¬ 
tenced tc 15 days in prisan. 
All that night, as tempera¬ 
tures dipped below freez¬ 
ing, □ 
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Get a grip on taxes before the storm hits 


PAUL SULLIVAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

This has been a year of fi¬ 
nancial uncertainty, both 
here and abroad. But one 
thing is sure for next year: 
Taxes will definitely be on 
politicians' agendas and 
voters’ minds. 

This year, tax advisers 
agree, was benign in terms 
of changes to the Internal 
Revenue Code. But that 
comes after two tumultu¬ 
ous years. In 2009, tax pre¬ 
parers waited nervously for 
action on the expiring es¬ 
tate tax that never came. 
Then, in late 2010 came a 
jumble of unexpected tax 
actions: from reinstating 
the estate tax for this year 
and next, with a higher ex¬ 
emption level than most 
tax advisers expected, to 
extending the Bush-era tax 
cuts for two more years. 

So how to handle these last 
few weeks of the tax year? 
As is true every year, tax¬ 
payers should run a check¬ 
list for everything from sell¬ 
ing securities that have lost 
money to taking advan¬ 
tage of annual gift allow¬ 
ances. 


But even then, seemingly 
straightforward deductions 
are not always so. The $500 
energy tax credit, for exam¬ 


ple, limits the amount you 
can deduct for new win¬ 
dows to 10 percent of the 
value up to $200. In other 
words, you had to spend 
$2,000 on windows to get 
the full window credit. 


And charitable deductions 
can be more broadly de¬ 
fined to include costs in¬ 
curred while volunteering. 


said Mark Steber, chief tax 
officer at Jackson Hewitt, a 
tax preparation company. 
“You can’t deduct the 
value of your time, but you 
can deduct your out-of- 
pocket expenses,” he said. 


But beyond the usual rec¬ 
ommendations, the tax 
advisers I spoke to stressed 
that you should use this 
year to get your affairs in 
order for what promises to 
be an uncertain two years 
of tax policy. 

“For high-net-worth indi¬ 
viduals, chances are the 
next year or so is going to 
be a challenging time,” 
said Chris Johnson, head of 
U.S. wealth advisory at Bar¬ 
clays Wealth. “There is go¬ 
ing to be a lot of attention 
focused on ways to extract 
additional tax dollars.” 

If Congress does not act to 
extend a series of smaller 
tax deductions, next year 
could be costly for middle- 
income taxpayers as well. 
Here are some of the more 
pressing issues to consider. 

WHAT MAY EXPIRE AFTER 
2011 

Every year Congress passes 
a series of so-called patch¬ 
es, renewing some 70 tax 
breaks for another year or 
two. In the past, this has 
been a formality, much as 
raising the debt ceiling used 
to be. This year, it remains to 


be seen what Congress will 
do. 

Mark Luscombe, principal 
federal tax analyst at CCH, 
a publisher of research and 
software for tax lawyers 
and accountants, noted 
that when these patches 
expired in 2009 and were 
re-enacted retroactively at 
the end of 2010, the delay 
wreaked havoc with tax 
planning. 

The deductions vary. 
Teachers, for example, can 
deduct $250 toward class¬ 
room expenses. 

Other patches affect 
broader swaths of the 
population. One allows resi¬ 
dents to choose between 
deducting state income 
and sales tax against their 
federal tax. This is a favorite 
of people in states like Flori¬ 
da and Texas that have no 
state income tax. 

In high-tax states, the big 
worry is what happens to 
the alternative minimum 
tax, a parallel system of 
taxation that cancels out 
many deductions. The AMT 
was originally meant to 
keep wealthy people from 
paying too little in taxes. 
Because it was not indexed 
for inflation, however. Con¬ 
gress has had to approve 
periodic fixes to keep it 
from affecting many more 
people than intended. 
Without a fix next year, Ste¬ 
phen A. Baxley, director of 
tax and financial planning 
at Bessemer Trust, said, the 
AMT “will hit an additional 
20 million people, and most 
of them are middle-income 
taxpayers.” It normally 
claims around 4 million tax¬ 
payers. 

Two of the big triggers for 
the AMT are high state 
taxes on property and in¬ 
come, which hits residents 
of New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Califor¬ 
nia disproportionately, said 
Alfred Peguero, partner in 
PricewaterhouseCoopers's 
private company services 
practice. 

For older people, there is 
again a chance that the 
provision allowing them 
to directly donate the re¬ 
quired minimum withdraw¬ 
al from their retirement ac¬ 
count to charity may be 
delayed or not renewed.□ 
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Chris Johnson, head of U.S. wealth advisory at Barclays Wealth, 
In New York, Dec. 8, 2011. As 2011 winds down, tax advisers are 
stressing that taxpayers should use this year to organize their 
affairs in order for what promises to be an uncertain two years 
of tax policy. Johnson says that there is going to be a lot of 
attention focused on ways to extract additional tax dollars. 

(Ozier Muhammad/The New York Times) 

























Year of the Shoco, 2012 Aruba Bird Calendar launched 



ORANJESTAD - Aruba Bird- 
life Conservation proposes 
2012 to be the Year of the 
Shoco, the year of wisdom. 
2012 should be Aruba’s 
year of nature conserva¬ 
tion. Aruba Birdlife Conser¬ 
vation proposes that o Na¬ 
tional Conservation Master 
Plan be developed and 
implemented in an effort to 
save very important nature 
areas. 

Achieving such would 
guarantee a certain level 
of quality of Product Aruba 
and in turn guarantee a 
certain level of quality of 
life to all.Aruba’s Arikok Na¬ 
tional Park, which is good 
for some 17% of the island’s 
surface, is a true jewel, but 
it does not reflect the com¬ 
plete variety of micro habi¬ 
tats to be found in Aruba. 
For instance, Aruba is inter¬ 
nationally known for its 3 
IBA’s, or Important Bird Ar¬ 
eas, none of which ore port 
of our National Park. 

These are the reef islands 
at the San Nicolas Bay 
area, Spanish Lagoon and 
Bubali Plas. While our na¬ 
tional park is among the 
most arid of places on the 
island and its northern bor¬ 
der with the Caribbean 
Sea con be quite hostile, 
the important bird areas 
are to its contrary charac¬ 
terized by their peaceful 
interplay between land 
and water which gener¬ 
ates better opportunities 
for Aruba’s wildlife. Of 
the 224 bird species reg¬ 
istered in Aruba, less than 
25% of the species can be 
found in our notional park. 
Aruba Birdlife Conserva¬ 
tion proposes that the fol¬ 
lowing areas be added 
to our National Park in or¬ 
der to conserve a more 
holistic representation of 
Aruba’s variety of micro 
habitats, which would 
then cover a greater vari¬ 
ety of our flora and fauna. 


Continued on nex page 
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Continued from page 13 


Areas of Aruba which 
should be conserved for fu- 
fure generations by adding 
them to our notional pork 
entail among others the 
three above mentioned 
important bird areas. We 
con start with all the reef is¬ 
lands adjacent to the south 
coast of the island. These 
contribute significantly to 
one of Aruba’s unique traits 
in the world. Aruba is so far 
the only place in the world 
where 10 species of terns 
breed. The Buboli Plos, 
once o bird wildlife hotspot 
is beginning to lose its im¬ 
portance. Plans ore in the 
making to revamp this lo¬ 
cation through water and 
reed management, which 
would boost its importance 
back to its original level. 
The Spanish Lagoon is con¬ 
nected to our notional 
pork by two 'rooien', Rooi 
Toki and Rooi Bringomoso. 
Adding the Spanish La¬ 
goon and these green cor¬ 
ridors to the notional pork 
would directly link o part of 
the south side of our island 
with the northern pork area. 
In accordance with world 
nature conservation rec¬ 
ommendations, all areas 


containing mangrove trees 
should be conserved by 
adding them to the pork. 
Areas such os from Man¬ 
gel Halto to Santo Largo 
(Aruba's most extensive 


mangrove area) os well os 
the mangrove areas from 
Porkietenbos Landfill oil the 
way to the Vorodero yacht 
club should be added to 
our notional pork. The reef 


islands in front of the Oron- 
jestod harbor, which were 
once covered with man¬ 
groves, could become o 
nice restoration project. 
Our solihos which contrib¬ 
ute to the survival chances 
of migratory birds should 
be port of the conservation 
efforts. Saliho di Molmok, 
Saliho di Polmbeoch, Soliha 
Santo Largo and Saliho Sa- 
voneto should be included 
in the notional park os well 
os our ponds (tonkis). Oth¬ 
er important areas such 
os Rooi Lomoenchi, Cero 
Teishi, Rooi Mononchi, the 
seaside area from Zeewijk 
to Cura Coboy and from 
Kudorebo (westpunt) to 
Aroshi should also be incor¬ 
porated. Then there are our 
beautiful dunes which can¬ 
not be excluded. And lost 
but not least, the wings to 
the sides of Parke Nacionol 
Arikok should be extended. 
To compliment these terres¬ 
trial areas, the largest port 
possible of our territorial 
waters including beach¬ 
es should be declared 
Aruba's marine pork. 
Aruba Birdlife Conserva¬ 
tion started o campaign on 
February 4, 2011 to get our 
Shoco nominated os the 
National Bird of Aruba. Dr. 


Adrian Delnevo recently es¬ 
timated that there ore only 
approximately 200 pairs of 
Shoco’s left. The numbers 
continue to dwindle. The 
Shoco is one of the two en¬ 
demic sub-species Aruba 
has. Protecting this unique 
bird of Aruba may prevent 
its extinction. We hope that 
the Government of Aruba 
will soon declare our Shoco 
the National Bird of Aruba. 
The nomination of our Sho¬ 
co, the symbol of wisdom, 
os the Notional Bird of Aru¬ 
ba, could then be seen os 
the kick-off for the devel¬ 
opment and implementa¬ 
tion of on ambitious Na¬ 
tional Conservation Master 
Plan. Just Imagine Aruba! 
This is the fourth consecu¬ 
tive year that Aruba Bird- 
life Conservation has 
launched a bird calendar. 
We ore grateful to Chortis, 
the sponsor os well os the 
ministers and members of 
parliament who ore start¬ 
ing to roily conservation 
efforts. The calendars ore 
on sole for 12,50 florin and 
oil funds go to the Aruba 
Birdlife Conservation foun¬ 
dation. Contact can be 
established via aruba.bird- 
life, conservation @g moil. 
com.Q 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Homemade Aruban Cigar 




ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 



specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Jairo Boekhoudt celebrates birthday at Windows of Aruba 



DIVI LINKS - Aruba’s super 
song bird Jairo Boekhoudt 
was honored on Thursday 
afternoon by his friends at 
Windows of Aruba at the 
Divi Links. 

Not only was there a lot 
of fun and cheer, Jairo to¬ 
gether with his talented 
musical friends took over 
the band’s equipment for 
an hour long jam session. 


On the guitar was Ar- 
min Solognier and Iz- 
aira on the Bongos with 
Jairo leading the way 
with his beautiful voice. 

The pictures show the 
fun that was had, tonight 
Jairo will perform live at 
Cafe Chaos in Downtown 
Oranjestod across from the 
cinemas. □ 
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Where Aruba goes to play 


Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.com 


ARUBA 

C^A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 




Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

Cleo’s 2-F0R-1 Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 






• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 


Sports Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS BOOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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La Cabana names its champions for the last quarter of the year 



La Cabana names its 
champions for the last 
quarter of the year 
Eagle Beach - Two mem¬ 
bers of the security de¬ 
partment, Filomeno Figa- 
roa, and Andre Geerman, 
joined Rocio Velasquez of 
the Flousekeeping Depart¬ 
ment, to accept their en¬ 
graved plaques, heartfelt 
accolades and praise, hugs 
and well-deserved pats on 
the back, when they were 
announced the winners of 
the Associate of the Month 
titles, for October, Novem¬ 
ber & December. 

The traditional award cer¬ 
emony in the conference 
room told the story of three 
hard working and moti¬ 
vated employees who give 
their best to the resort, re¬ 
warded with a wonderful 
moment in the spot light, 
earned by their efforts and 
dedicatian. 

A member of the FIR de¬ 
partment, Carine Cratz, 
was voted Supervisor of the 
4*^ quarter and in an unfor¬ 
gettable gesture she asked 
her colleagues from the 
department and her peers 
from the social commit¬ 
tee to share her applause, 
as she could not have 
achieved her title without 
them. 

The gathering also fea¬ 
tured a short address from 
General Manager Joe 
Najjar who reminded his 
colleague of the need for 
gratitude and reflection, 
on the good gifts of health, 
ecanomic stability and ca¬ 
maraderie enjoyed by em¬ 
ployees of La Cabana. 

La Cabana Beach & Rac¬ 
quet Club aisc appreci¬ 
ated the performance 
of its operational teams, 
awarding the Security De¬ 
partment, the Team of the 
Quarter, title. □ 






































steel hurlin’: Reethlisberger plays threugh pain, Steelers win, 14-3 

Pittsburgh Steelers cornerback William Gay (22) breaks up a pass to Cleveland Browns wide receiver Jordan Norwood (10) as safety Troy 
Polamalu (43) watches during the second quarter of an NFL football game Thursday, Dec. 8, 2011, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 




Hornets GM: 

Trade talks resume 
for Chris Paul 

By BREn MARTEL 
WESTWEGO, La. (AP) — 

While Chris Paul darted 
around a basketball court 
in a black Hornets practice 
uniform, the only NBAteom 
for which he has played 
resumed trade talks for 
the All-Star guard, opening 
discussions with anyone 
who is interested. 

“We’re talking about 
everything. Everything is 
on the table," general 
manager Dell Demps said 
Friday. 

When asked if he was 
working with Los Angeles 
or Houston to resurrect the 
trade that would have sent 
the 26-year-old Paul to the 
Lakers but was rejected by 
the NBA Thursday night, 
Demps would not say 
specifically if he was talking 
to the Lakers. 

Although Paul practiced 
fully and even got in some 
extra work at the Hornets' 
suburban training center, 
the team did not make 
him available to speak with 
reporters. 

Demps said he has been 
given autonomy by the 
league — which owns the 
Hornets — to make another 
trade for the four-time All- 
Star. 

“It would be real easy if 
Chris signed the extension 
but the reality is he didn't 
sign the extension, so we 
have to do everything we 
can for the organization," 
Demps said. “I wish he’d 
stay. I'm not going to lie 
about it. 

“We love Chris. Chris is on 
incredible person here, not 
only to our organization but 
to the community," Demps 
added. 
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Prosecutors seek 15 months in Barry Bonds case 


SAN FRANCISO (AP) — 

Federal prosecutors have 
asked a judge to send ter¬ 
mer baseball slugger Barry 
Bonds to prison. 

In court documents filed 
late Thursday, prosecutors 
objected to a recommen¬ 
dation by a federal proba¬ 
tion officer that Bonds get 
only probation when he’s 
sentenced for obstruction 
of justice on Dec. 16. 

In the documents, prosecu¬ 
tors asked that Bonds be 
sentenced to 15 months in 
prison. 

Bonds, 47, was convicted in 
April of obstructing a grand 
jury’s sports doping investi¬ 
gation with an evasive an¬ 
swer. 

Prosecutors dropped 
three other counts charg¬ 
ing Bonds with making 
false statements after the 
jury deadlocked on those 
charges. They accused 
Bonds of lying to the grand 


jury when he denied know¬ 
ingly taking performance¬ 
enhancing drugs and said 
he allowed only doctors to 
inject him. 

Federal sentencing guide¬ 
lines for conviction on the 
obstruction charge recom¬ 
mend a prison sentence 
between 15 and 21 months. 
But Bonds’ lawyers have 
cited an investigative re¬ 
port prepared by a federal 
probation officer for the 
judge that recommended 
a sentence of probation. 
Defense lawyers said in a 
previous motion they dis¬ 
agreed, however, 
with the probation report’s 
recommendation that 
Bonds spend an unspeci¬ 
fied time under “location 
monitoring," a form of 
house arrest. 

In their motion. Bonds’ law¬ 
yers said the probation 
department cited Bonds’ 
“significant history of chari- 



In this June 23, 2011, file photo, former San Francisco Giants 
baseball player Barry Bonds leaves the federal courthouse in 
San Francisco after a hearing in his trial. 

Associated Press 

table, civic and prior good for leniency. The proba- 
works” as a major reason tion officer also noted that 


Bonds’ conviction appears 
“to be an aberration when 
taken in context of his en¬ 
tire life," according to the 
lawyers. 

The lawyers said the proba¬ 
tion officer recommended 
probation because other 
sports figures convicted of 
similar charges stemming 
from the same sports dop¬ 
ing investigation avoided 
prison. 

Juries convicted cyclist 
Tammy Thomas of perjury 
for testifying she never used 
steroids and former track 
coach Trevor Graham for 
lying to investigators about 
his involvement with a ste¬ 
roids dealer. Both were sen¬ 
tenced to periods of house 
arrest, which is considered 
a form of probation. 

Former professional foot¬ 
ball player Dana Stubble¬ 
field pleaded guilty to lying 
to investigators and was 
sentenced to probation.^ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

y\^offo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your piate!" 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the estabiished seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400-1/2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 






























New Orleans Hornets guard Chris Paul participates in the first 
day of NBA basketball training camp in Westwego, La., Friday, 
Dec. 9, 2011. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS PAUL 


Continued from Front 


“We’re doing everything 
possible that we can to 
keep Chris here. We ottered 
Chris a contract extension 
and Chris said that he’s 
not ready to sign an exten¬ 
sion at this time. We always 
knew that there was a pos¬ 
sibility that this day would 
happen and we are taking 
every step and every mea¬ 
sure that we possibly can to 
bring a team here to New 
Orleans that represents the 
city so we can have the 
best team out here on the 
court.” The Hornets had 
established the framework 
of a three-team deal that 
would have sent Lamar 
Odom to New Orleans and 
Pau Gasol to Houston. The 
deal also would have sent 
Luis Scola, Kevin Martin 
and Goran Dragic from the 
Rockets to New Orleans, 
along with a 2012 first- 
round draft choice. 

“Since that deal did not 
go through, we’re going to 
keep plugging away and 
see if we can get a deal for 
the team,” Demps said. 

The Hornets were disap¬ 
pointed the deal was not 
approved. “Of course, 
Dell and Monty (Williams) 
were very upset when ev¬ 
erything fell through,” said 
a person familiar with the 
work the general manager 
and coach had put into 
negotiations that led to the 
proposed trade. “They had 
spent a lot of time on it and 
they thought it was a great 
deal for the team.” 

The person spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the sensitivity of the situa¬ 


tion. Speaking after Friday 
evening’s first practice, Wil¬ 
liams deflected questions 
about Paul’s future, while 
Paul, just a few feet away, 
was working on his perim¬ 
eter shooting. 

“Going back and forth with 
that question is a bit te¬ 
dious because he is a New 
Orleans Hornet. That’s my 
mindset right now, to get 
him ready to be our starting 
point guard,” Williams said. 
“I know it’s weird with all the 
stuff that’s going around, 
but I can’t change our rou¬ 
tine because of what’s go¬ 
ing on around the team.” 
Paul is a four-time All-Star 
who has the ability to walk 
in free agency after this 
season. He has so far re¬ 
sisted signing an extension 
in New Orleans, which has 
motivated Hornets general 
manager Dell Demps to 
try to revamp his roster by 
trading the star guard. 
When the lockout ended, 
the Hornets had only five 
players under contract, 
including Paul. The others 
were center Emeka Oka- 
tor, forward Trevor Ariza, 
forward Quincy Pondexter 
and point guard Jarrett 
Jack. They all reported to 
camp on time. Also return¬ 
ing for training camp was 
forward Patrick Ewing Jr., 
who was on the squad late 
last season but played spar¬ 
ingly. Jack said he was with 
Paul Thursday night and 
that Paul, a friend since 
both players were around 
12 years old, did not seem 
so much upset as confused 
about the uncertainty sur¬ 
rounding his status with the 
Hornets. □ 
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Moore scores tying goal 
and SO winner for TB 



Tampa Bay Lightning’s Dominic Moore (19) ceiebrates with teammates after scoring the game¬ 
winning gooi during the shootout period of an NHL hockey game against the New York Rangers, 
Thursday, Dec. 8, 2011, in New York. The Lightning won 3-2. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Domi¬ 
nic Moore scored the ty¬ 
ing short-handed goal with 
1:57 left in regulation and 
then netted the only goal 
in the shootout to help the 
Tampa Bay Lightning end a 
five-game losing streak with 
a 3-2 victory over the New 
York Rangers on Thursday. 
The Lightning ended their 
skid despite not having star 
forward Martin St. Louis in 
the lineup for the first time 
in 500 games. St. Louis was 
struck near his left eye Thurs¬ 
day morning by a shot tak¬ 
en by Moore and sustained 
facial and sinus fractures. 
Ryan Malone had gotten 
Tampa Bay even at 1-1 in 
the second period. 

Ryan Callahan and Ar- 
tem Anisimov scored for 
the Rangers, who have 
dropped two straight (0- 
1-1) following a five-game 
winning streak. 

^PANTHERS 2, BRUINS 0 
At Boston, Tomas Kopecky 
broke a scoreless tie with 
2:32 left and Jose Theodore 
stopped 40 shots as Florida 
beat Boston and sent Tim 
Thomas to his first loss in 11 
games. It was the second 
shutout of the season for 
Theodore. 

Thomas, who hadn’t lost 
since Oct. 27, made 28 
saves. 

Kris Versteeg added an 


empty-netter with 42 sec¬ 
onds left to clinch it. 

FLYERS 3, PENGUINS 2 

At Philadelphia, Danny Bri- 
ere, Wayne Simmonds and 
Scott Hartnell each scored 
in Philadelphia’s win over 
Pittsburgh. 

Penguins star Sidney Cros¬ 
by missed the first of two 
games as a precaution 
following a collision with 
teammate Chris Kunitz in 
Monday night’s loss to Bos¬ 
ton. 

The Penguins could have 
used him. James Neal and 
Evgeni Malkin scored for 
Pittsburgh. 

The Flyers built a 3-0 lead 
and held on a night after 
they rallied from a three- 
goal deficit to beat Buffalo 
in overtime. 

*BLACKHAWKS 3, ISLAND¬ 
ERS 2, OT 

At Uniondale, New York, 
Patrick Sharp scored his 
second goal of the game 
1:34 into overtime to lift Chi¬ 
cago past the New York Is¬ 
landers. 

Marian Hossa added a 
goal, and Ray Emery made 
31 saves for the Blackhawks, 
who earned a 5-4 shootout 
victory against New York on 
Friday in Chicago. 
Defensemen Travis Hamon- 
ic and Steve Staios scored 
for the Islanders, and Al 
Montoya made 25 saves. 
*DEVILS 5, SENATORS 4, SO 


At Newark, New Jersey, 
rookie Adam Henrique 
scored on a backhander 
in the fourth round of the 
shootout to give New Jer¬ 
sey a victory over Ottawa. 
Ottawa’s Jesse Winchester 
scored a short-handed goal 
to tie it with just 5 seconds 
remaining in regulation. 
Jason Spezza and Daniel 
Alfredsson scored in the 
shootout for the Senators, 
but goalie Johan Hedberg, 
who replaced Martin Bro- 
deur to start the second pe¬ 
riod, stopped David Rund- 
blad to earn the win. 

After Dainius Zubrus’ goal, 
Mafias Tedenby and Ilya 
Kovalchuk each scored 
in a span of 37 seconds 
to give New Jersey a 4-3 
lead. Zach Parise also had 
a short-handed goal for the 
Devils. 

Ottawa’s Milan Michalek 
scored his 18th of the sea¬ 
son in the first period. Nick 
Foligno also scored in the 
first period for Ottawa and 
Daniel Alfredsson scored 
with the advantage in the 
second. 

*PREDATORS 4, BLUE JACK¬ 
ETS 3 

At Columbus, Ohio, Ser¬ 
gei Kostitsyn’s redirect with 
12.1 seconds left forced 
overtime and Colin Wilson’s 
one-timer 1:45 into the ex¬ 
tra period gave Nashville a 
win over Columbus.Q 
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Roethlisberger hurt. 



Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger (7) is 
tackled by Cleveland Browns’ Scott Paxson, bottom, and Brian 
Schaefering (91) during the second quarter of an NFL football 
game In Pittsburgh, Thursday, Dec. 8,2011. Roethlisberger left the 
game with an Injury to his left ankle, but returned for the second 
half of play. The Steelers won 14-3 
Associated Press 


WILL GRAVES Roethlisberger ployed 

AP Sports Writer through a painful high 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pitts- ankle sprain in the second 

burgh quarterback Ben half to pass for 280 yards 


Lorena Ochoa gives 
birth to baby boy 



Scotland’s Catriona Matthew, center, holds her trophy after 
winning the Lorena Ochoa Invitational LPGA golf tournament, 
flanked by Mexican golfer and hostess of the event Lorena 
Ochoa, right, and Mexican gymnast Cynthia Valdez In Guada¬ 


lajara, Mexico, Sunday, Nov. 1 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — For¬ 
mer top-ranked golfer 
Lorena Ochoa has given 
birth to a baby boy. 
Ochoa’s brother Alejandro 
said the baby Vv'as born 
Thursday at 8:58 p.m. in 
Mexico City and was given 


, 2011 . 

Associated Press 

the name Pedro Conesa 
Ochoa. Ochoa’s husband 
is Mexican businessman 
Andres Conesa. 

Ochoa won two majors 
and was the top-ranked fe¬ 
male golfer for three years 
before she retired in 2010. □ 


Steelers hold off Browns 14-3 


and two touchdowns as 
the Steelers downed the 
Cleveland Browns 14-3. 
Roethlisberger's last scor¬ 
ing pass, a 79-yard strike to 
Antonio Brown with 2:52 re¬ 
maining, helped the Steel¬ 
ers win for the eighth time in 
their last nine games. 
Roethlisberger went to the 
locker room for X-rays fol¬ 
lowing a gruesome sec¬ 
ond-quarter sack but re¬ 
turned to start the second 
half, passing for 178 yards 
after the break. 

Pittsburgh (10-3) moved a 
half-game ahead of Bal¬ 
timore in the race for the 
AFC North title. 

Colt McCoy passed for 209 
yards but also threw two in¬ 
terceptions for the Browns 
(4-9), who lost for the 15th 
time in their last 16 meet¬ 
ings with the Steelers. 

The Browns had a chance 
after safety Mike Adams 
picked off Roethlisberger’s 
pass and returned it to the 
Cleveland 44. McCoy led 


the Browns deep into Pitts¬ 
burgh territory before his 
pass was picked off in the 
end zone by William Gay. 
The Steelers took over at 
the 20. After a running play 
went nowhere, Roethlis¬ 
berger found Brown open 
down the right sideline. The 
second-year wide receiver 
spun away from a defend¬ 
er, then beat Cleveland 
safety Mike Adams to the 
end zone. 

Brown finished with five re¬ 
ceptions for 151 yards and 
a score, though the game 
will be remembered not 
for his dazzling catch-and- 
run but Roethlisberger's re¬ 
markable play. 

Despite a pair of turnovers 
deep in Cleveland ter¬ 
ritory, the Steelers were 
in complete command 
until the game — if not 
Pittsburgh’s season — ap¬ 
peared to change mid¬ 
way through the second 
quarter. 


The Steelers were leading 
7-3 when Roethlisberger 
dropped back to past 
on first down at the Pitts¬ 
burgh 1. He moved up in 
the pocket to avoid pres¬ 
sure when Cleveland’s 
Scott Paxson corralled Ro¬ 
ethlisberger's left leg while 
teammate Brian Schaefer¬ 
ing hit the quarterback in 
the chest and sent him top¬ 
pling over awkwardly. 

The two-time Super Bowl 
winner was down on the 
Heinz Field turf for several 
minutes before getting up 
and walking slowly to the 
locker room. 

Backup Charlie Batch was 
ineffective in relief, failing 
to complete either of his 
two passes while taking a 
sack. 

Roethlisberger gamely 
walked back onto the side¬ 
line to start the second half, 
and received a huge ova¬ 
tion from the crowd after 
hobbling to the Pittsburgh 
huddle.Q 


Former Chargers LB 
Lew Bush dead at 42 



In this Oct. 6 , 2002, file photo, Kansas City Chiefs’ Lew Bush, left, 
tries to grab New York Jets Curtis Martin during an NLF football 
game in East Rutherford, N.J 

Associated Press 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — Lew 

Bush, the former San Diego 
linebacker who played for 
the Chargers for seven sea¬ 
sons and was part of their 
lone Super Bowl team in 
1994, died Thursday. He 
was 42. Bush, who also 
played for the Kansas City 
Chiefs, died of an appar¬ 
ent heart attack, the Char¬ 
gers said in a statement. 

It was not immediately 
clear where Bush died. 
Public records show he 
lived in San Diego and he 
had been a pregame com¬ 
mentator for the Chargers’ 
radio broadcast team. He 
is the seventh player from 
the Chargers’ Super Bowl 
team — which lost 49-26 
to the San Francisco 49ers 
— who has died, and the 
second this year. Defensive 
tackle Shawn Lee died of a 
heart attack in North Caro¬ 
lina in February at age 44. 
Linebacker David Griggs 
was killed in a Florida car 
crash in 1995, a week after 
receiving his AFC champi¬ 
onship ring.Q 













































SPORTSli 


Saturday, December 10, 2011 


Packers, 49ers in playoffs, have business left 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The first 
step sometimes is the big¬ 
gest for NFL teams: Making 
the playoffs. 

With that accomplished, 
the Green Bay Packers and 
San Francisco 49ers have 
much loftier goals. 

Green Bay clinched the 
NFC North and San Francis¬ 
co grabbed the NFC West 
last week with wins. For 
the Packers, there’s been 
nothing but victories, 12 of 
them, as they host the Oak¬ 
land Raiders on Sunday. 
The defending Super Bowl 
champions are concen¬ 
trating on ensuring all their 
playoff games are held at 
Lambeau Field. And there’s 
that little challenge of go¬ 
ing undefeated. 

“Oh, I think it’s way too ear¬ 
ly to even think about those 
things,” Packers coach 
Mike McCarthy said. “We 
have 12 wins. Everybody 
knows what San Francis¬ 
co’s record is. It’s important 
for us to stay focused and 
get ready for the Oakland 
Raiders. It’s way too early 
to think about those types 
of things.” San Francisco’s 
record is 10-2 and the 49ers 
don’t have the most chal¬ 
lenging remaining sched¬ 
ule. They are at the Arizona 
Diamondbacks on Sunday 
— the Niners are 4-1 on the 
road — and also go to Se¬ 
attle and St. Louis. The big¬ 


gest test is a home game 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
The Niners want, at worst, to 
finish second overall in the 
NFC and get a first-round 
playoff bye and a guar¬ 
anteed home game. They 
also know NFC South lead¬ 
er New Orleans is just one 
game behind in the overall 
standings. 

“I think we’re still just kind 
of scratching at it, what we 
can become,” 49ers quar¬ 
terback Alex Smith said. 
“And we’re doing some 
good things in the mean¬ 
time, but still I think, still kind 
of forming and becoming 
what our potential is. That’s 
encouraging as well that 
we just need to continue to 
keep getting better these 
last few weeks, each and 
every week taking a step 

The 49ers’ stunning turn¬ 
around this season has 
earned them their first play¬ 
off spot since 2002 with the 
stingiest defense in the NFL 
(28 fewer points than Hous¬ 
ton) and a solid running 
game. They also lead with 
28 takeaways. That’s a win¬ 
ning formula in any league. 
Arizona has won four of its 
last five games, but the only 
loss was 23-7 at San Fran¬ 
cisco. The Packers passed 
a tough test last week with 
their impressive march to 
a winning field goal in the 
final 58 seconds against 
the New York Giants. But 








r. 







San Francisco 49ers running back Frank Gore (21) runs against the St. Louis Rams during the 
second quarter of an NFL football game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011. Gore passed Joe 
Perry to become the 49ers all-time leading rusher. 

Associated Press 


Oakland Raiders wide receiver Darrius Heyward-Bey (85) 
scores a touchdown as Miami Dolphins cornerback Vontae 
Davis (21) defends during the fourth quarter of an NFL football 
game on Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011, in Miami. The Dolphins defeated 
the Raiders 34-14. 

Associated Press 


their defense remains spot¬ 
ty, and star cornerback 
Charles Woodson sustained 
o concussion last week. 

For Oakland, what once 
seemed like a romp to its 
first AFC West crown since 
2002 now is o battle with 
the surging Denver Bron¬ 
cos. The Raiders come off 
an awful performance at 
Miami and the offense has 
been stymied by injuries to 
running bock Darren Mc- 
Fodden (right foot) and 
big-play receivers Jacoby 
Ford (left foot) and De¬ 
narius Moore (right foot). 
McFadden has missed the 
past five games. Ford the 
past three and Moore the 


past two. 

But this is a resilient bunch 
that hopes to have success 
with the running game in 
Green Bay. “Our guys got 
to get people blocked, 
we’ve got to run like we 
know we can run, and get 
it done,” coach Hue Jack- 
son. “That’s the bottom 
line.” 

Also on Sunday, it’s New Or¬ 
leans at Tennessee, Atlanta 
at Carolina, Houston at Cin¬ 
cinnati, the New York Gi¬ 
ants at Dallas, Chicago at 
Denver, Minnesota at De¬ 
troit, New England at Wash¬ 
ington, Kansas City at the 
New York Jets, Indianapolis 
at Baltimore, □ 
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Trainers sue women’s 
fitness centers over pay 

KATIE JOHNSTON 
© 2011 The Boston Globe 

Personal trainers at Health- 
works are suing the Bos¬ 
ton-based women’s fit¬ 
ness chain, alleging that 
the company used "funny 
math” to avoid paying 
them for all the hours they 
worked. The class-action 
lawsuit, filed this week in 
Suffolk Superior Court, al¬ 
leges that Healthworks 
Fitness Centers Inc. uses 
a commission system de¬ 
signed to get free labor 
from its employees. Under 
the system, full-time train¬ 
ers are paid for each ses¬ 
sion with clients and are 
required to hold 24 sessions 
a week to reach a 35-hour 
minimum to qualify for ben¬ 


efits. If they fail to meet that 
quota, they must do extra 
work to meet the 35-hour 
requirement, but at no ex¬ 
tra pay above their com¬ 
mission earnings. 
"Healthworks markets it¬ 
self specifically as a fitness 
community that empow¬ 
ers women,” said lead 
plaintiff DeAnna Putnam, 
40, of Waltham. "Unfortu¬ 
nately, behind the scenes 
it's astonishing how badly 
it treats its mostly female 
staff.” Healthworks owner 
Mark Harrington denied 
the allegations. The fitness 
chain's commision system 
is similar to those at other 
health clubs, he said, and is 
designed to provide incen¬ 
tives and reward employ¬ 
ees who generate business. 
"Under no circumstances 
are employees of Health- 
works required to work 
without pay,” he said in an 
e-mail. The lawsuit alleges 
that Healthworks used ac¬ 
counting tricks to hide that 
it was not paying employ¬ 
ees for every hour worked. 
□ 
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k woman shows off her figure offer working ouf. Personal frain- 
ers at Healthworks are suing the Boston-based women's fitness 
chain, alleging that the company used "funny math” to avoid 
paying them for all the hours they worked. 


Texas now resists 
insurers’ provision 
in heaith care iaw 


Tim Eaton 

© 2011 Cox Newspapers 
AUSTIN, Texas - The Texas 
Insurance Department is 
pushing back against a 
provision of the new feder¬ 
al health care law that the 
agency says could lead to 
insurers leaving the state 
market. Texas Insurance 
Commissioner Eleanor 
Kitzman picked up a fight 
started by former Commis¬ 
sioner Mike Geeslin, who 
applied to the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human 
Services for a waiver from 
a provision in the law that 
requires insurers to spend 
no more than 20 percent 
of customers’ premiums on 
administrative costs and 
profits. Specifically, the In¬ 
surance Department is ask¬ 
ing that the requirement 
be phased in for compa¬ 
nies that sell policies to in¬ 
dividuals and small busi¬ 
nesses. So in 2011, those in¬ 
surers would have to spend 
71 percent of premiums on 
medical care and quality 
improvement efforts. That 
would become 74 percent 
in 2012; and 77 percent in 
2013 before hitting 80 per¬ 
cent in 2014. Under the law, 
insurers that don’t meet the 
requirement would have 
to pay rebates to their cus¬ 
tomers. John Greeley, a 
spokesman for the state In¬ 
surance Department, said 
the waiver is needed to en¬ 
sure Texans have choices in 
insurance carriers. 

Without the waiver, com¬ 
panies could stop doing 
business in the state, Gree¬ 
ley said. 

Stacy Pogue, a senior pol¬ 
icy analyst for the Genter 
for Public Policy Priorities, 
disagreed with the Insur¬ 
ance Department. Pogue, 
whose organization advo¬ 


cates for low-income Tex¬ 
ans, said that if the waiver is 
approved, customers in the 
individual market would 
see reduced rebates. 

On average, each of the 
745,000 people in Texas 
who buy insurance in the 
individual market would 
miss out on rebates of $350 
over three years if the waiv¬ 
er is granted, Pogue said. 

In total, Texans who buy in¬ 
dividual health insurance 
would not get $260 million 
in rebates over three years 
with the waiver, Pogue said. 
"It’s a bad deal for con¬ 
sumers who buy insurance 
on their own,” she said. 
Pogue also disputed the 
Insurance Department's 
contention that companies 
would leave the state with¬ 
out the waiver. She noted 
that the top eight compa¬ 
nies that cover 90 percent 
of Texans in the individual 
market told the depart¬ 
ment they wouldn’t leave 
if the waiver is not granted. 
Plus, if a company leaves 
the Texas market, it would 
have to wait five years be¬ 
fore coming back, some¬ 
thing they might not want 
to do. As more people sign 
up for insurance in insur¬ 
ance exchanges, which 
will be set up in the coming 
years as part of the health 
insurance overhaul, com¬ 
panies would miss out on a 
potentially lucrative oppor¬ 
tunity if they are locked out, 
Pogue said. Wendell Potter, 
a former insurance execu¬ 
tive and author of "Deadly 
Spin: An Insurance Com¬ 
pany Insider Speaks Out on 
How Corporate PR Is Killing 
Health Care and Deceiving 
Americans,” said he also 
doesn’t buy the Insurance 
Department’s reasons for 
phasing in the law.Q 
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Google debuts digital 
magazine for mobile devices 


U.S., 13 other countries vow 
to back online freedoms 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google is joining a crowd 
of companies packaging 
digital content in a maga- 
zine-like format for mobile 
devices. 

The Internet search leader 
released its version, called 
“Currents,” Thursday. 

It works on smartphones 
and computer tablets run¬ 
ning on Google's Android 
software, as well as Apple 
Inc.'s operating system and 
its iPhone and iPad.Currents 
is late to the competition. It 
will be trying to catch up to 


Flipboard, one of the most 
popular applications on 
the iPad, and Zite, which 
is owned by Time Warner 
Inc.'s CNN. Yahoo Inc. re¬ 
leased a similar product 
called Livestand last month. 
Google Inc. says more than 
150 publishers have agreed 
to provide material to Cur¬ 
rents. 

The participating publishers 
include Forbes, PBS, Huff- 
ington Post and AIIThingsD. 
Details on how Currents' 
ad revenue will be divided 
weren't disclosed.^ 



U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton delivers 
a speech at the Freedom 
Online conference in The 
Hogue, Netherlands, Thursday 
Dec. 8, 2011 .Associated Press 

TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Fourteen countries 
including the United States 
vowed Friday to work to 
promote online freedoms, 
with an emphasis on help¬ 
ing bloggers who operate 
under oppressive regimes. 
The countries, which also 
included Britain, France 
and Canada, endorsed 
a statement at the end 
of a two-day conference 
in the Netherlands saying 
that their goals included 
preventing “the misappro¬ 
priation of technologiesfor 
repressive ends, inappro¬ 
priate requests for personal 
data for political purposes, 
and illegitimate blocking 
of content." The confer¬ 
ence was inspired in part 
by the bloggers and social 
network users who have 


played a key role in fo¬ 
menting the revolutions of 
the “Arab Spring" — and 
took great risks along the 
way. 

Other countries signing off 
on the statement came 
from Europe, Africa, Asia 
and Latin America, but did 
not include any regimes 
from the Middle East or the 
Arab world. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hill¬ 
ary Clinton opened the 
Freedom Online confer¬ 
ence Thursday with a di¬ 
rect call for companies not 
to sell surveillance tools to 


authoritarian regimes. In an 
emotional speech Friday, 
Syrian blogger Amjad Baia- 
zy said his country's surveil¬ 
lance system was built by 
Western companies. 

He said he was arrested 
and tortured in May for ex¬ 
pressing his opinion online, 
and a friend was arrested 
as recently as this week for 
a Facebook posting. He 
called on governments to 
fight for “security of citizens, 
not corporations or govern¬ 
ments." Dutch Foreign Min¬ 


ister Uri Rosenthal said the 
conference had created 
“a coalition that will share 
information online and of¬ 
fline on freedom of expres¬ 
sion, a coalition that will 
support individuals particu¬ 
larly operating in oppres¬ 
sive environments in the ex¬ 
ercise of human rights... 
through the Internet.” 
Companies and civil liber¬ 
ties groups also attended, 
including many that al¬ 
ready participate in proj¬ 
ects with similar views such 
as the Global Network Ini¬ 
tiative and Silicon Valley 


Standard. 

Dutch member of parlia¬ 
ment Marietje Schaake 
echoed Clinton's call for 
restraints on selling surveil- 
lancetechnologies, saying 
that companies “with a 
reputation to lose" — such 
as Google, one of the con¬ 
ference's sponsors — are 
more likely to heed it. 

She said less well-known 
companies will likely need 
incentives or laws to restrain 
them from dealing with au¬ 
tocratic regimes.Q 


Motorola wins over 
Apple in patent lawsuit 

BERLIN (AP) — A Ger¬ 
man court has ruled 
that Apple is infringing 
on one of Motorola’s 
mobile data communi¬ 
cation patents through 
its sales of iPhone and 
iPad devices. 

The Mannheim state 
court on Friday granted 
Motorola unspecified 
damages for the use 
of its technology since 
2003 and an injunction 
against sales of Apple 
Inc.'s mobile devices 
in Germany that is en¬ 
forceable against a 
bond of €100 million 
($134 million). 

Apple Europe spokesman Alan Hely said the company will 
immediately appeal the ruling. He says: 

“Holiday shoppers in Germany should have no problem 
finding the iPad or iPhone they want.” 

Motorola Mobility Holdings Inc. welcomed the ruling in a 
statement but did not specify whether it seeks to block 
Apple's sales in Germany — 

which could prove to be a costly move should the ap¬ 
peals court side with Apple.Q 
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Europe forges fiscal union, sees way out of crisis 



A Ferrari sports car drives down Rome’s fashionable Via del Corso shopping street, Friday, Dec. 9, 
2011. All European Union states except Britain moved toward setting up a new treaty Friday, giving 
up cruciai powers over their own budgets in an attempt to overcome a crippling debt crisis. 

(AP Photo/Andrew AAedichini) 


DON MELVIN 
GABRIELE STEINHAUSER 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Working 
almost to exhaustion and 
persuading countries one 
by one, European leaders 
agreed Friday to redefine 
their continent — hoping 
that by joining their fiscal 
fortunes they might stop a 
crippling debt crisis, save 
the euro currency and pre¬ 
vent worldwide economic 
chaos.Only one country 
said no: Britain. It will risk iso¬ 
lation while the rest of the 
continent plots its future. 
The coalition came togeth¬ 
er in a marathon negotiat¬ 
ing session among the 27 
European Union heads of 
government — hard bar¬ 
gaining that began with 
dinner Thursday evening 
and ended after 4 a.m., 
when red-eyed officials ap¬ 


peared before weary jour¬ 
nalists to explain their pro¬ 
posed treaty. 

It was a major step forward 
in the long, postwar march 
toward European integra¬ 
tion. It was two decades 
ago, on Dec. 9 and 10, 
1991, that European nego¬ 
tiators drafted a treaty in 
Maastricht, Netherlands, to 
unite their politics, create 
a central bank and, one 
day, invent a common cur¬ 
rency. 

Friday’s agreement — 23 
countries are in favor and 
three more say they are 
open to the idea — would 
force countries to submit 
their budgets for central 
review and limit the deficits 
they can run. 

The hope is that it will stem 
a crisis over sovereign debt 
that consumed Greece, 
spread to Ireland, Italy, 


Portugal and Spain, and 
threatens to explode into a 
worldwide financial crisis ca¬ 
pable of pushing the global 
economy into recession. 
“This is the breakthrough to 
the stability union," German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said. “We are using the cri¬ 
sis as an opportunity for a 
renewal."To prevent exces¬ 
sive deficits, countries in the 
treaty will have to submit 
their national budgets to the 
European Commission, the 
executive body of the EU, 
which will have the power 
to send them back for revi¬ 
sion. 

They must also bring their 
budgets close to balance. 
Except in special circum¬ 
stances, the budget deficit 
of a country won't be able 
to exceed 0.5 percent of 
gross domestic product, 
the amount of goods and 


services produced by its 
economy. An unspecified 
“automatic correction 
mechanism” would pun¬ 
ish the rule-breakers. 
Germany and France in¬ 
sist that fiscal union is the 
best way to regain market 
trust, badly shaken by the 
escalating financial crisis. 
Most economists think it 
will not be enough. 

They say the euro coun¬ 
tries also need enough 
money to guarantee that 
they can pay the massive 
debts that have resulted 
from running budget defi¬ 
cits year after year. Euro 
leaders put off until March 
a decision on whether to 
provide money on top of 
a €500 billion, or $668 bil¬ 
lion, bailout fund for euro 
countries. 

European leaders did 
agree to add €200 billion 
to the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund to help ailing 
countries. 

Only 17 of the 27 Europe¬ 
an Union countries use the 
euro currency, and its sta¬ 
bility has been threatened 
by the massive national 
debts of some of those 
17. All but two of the 10 
non-euro countries — Brit¬ 
ain and Denmark — are 
committed to adopting it 
eventually. 

The countries that use 
the euro found they had 
friends among those that 
do not. At least six and as 
many as nine non-euro 
countries are willing to 
bind themselves to the 
euro countries in a pact 
aimed at having their 
economies converge. 
Britain said no for two rea¬ 
sons: Prime Minister David 
Cameron’s Conservative 
Party includes a strong an- 
ti-EU element, and Cam¬ 


eron, despite trying deep 
into the night, failed to win 
an exemption from regula¬ 
tion of the British financial 
industry. 

The other leaders would 
have none of it: Bankers 
and lack of regulation are 
viewed on the continent as 
a prime cause of the finan¬ 
cial crisis. 

“What was on offer is not in 
Britain's interest, so I didn’t 
agree to it," Cameron said. 
“We're not in the euro, and 
I’m glad we're not in the 
euro. We’re never going 
to join the euro, and we're 
never going to give up this 
kind of sovereignty that 
these countries are having 
to give up.” 

Britain, which prides it¬ 
self on its fierce indepen¬ 
dence, joined the then- 
European Economic Com¬ 
munity in 1973 — only after 
French President Charles 
de Gaulle, who had ve¬ 
toed the U.K.’s member¬ 
ship along with Germany’s 
leader, fell from power. 
Since then, it has retained 
a frosty skepticism toward 
the ambitions of France 
and Germany to forge 
ever closer political and fis¬ 
cal ties. It eschewed both 
the euro and the Schen¬ 
gen open borders policy, 
fearful of losing power to 
determine its own fate. 
French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy blamed the British 
leader for scuttling what 
could have been an EU- 
wide treaty. He said Cam¬ 
eron’s exemptions for British 
finance “seemed to us un¬ 
acceptable.” 

Some countries may face 
parliamentary opposition 
to the pact, which would 
allow for unprecedent¬ 
ed oversight of national 
budgets.Q 


A timenne of Europe’s efforts to fix the crisis 


A summary of the various 
plans devised by Europe’s 
leaders over the last two 
years in their struggle to 
stop the debt crisis. 

Dec. 9, 2011. 

All European Union nations 
but Britain agreed to con¬ 
sider a new treaty that will 
impose tougher controls on 
national budgets in a bid 
to restore long-term confi¬ 


dence in Europe as a cred¬ 
itworthy borrower. Britain’s 
refusal to sign on creates a 
deep political rift. 

October 26 & 27, 2011. 
European leaders agreed 
on what they called a 
“credible and ambitious 
and overall response” to 
reduce Greece’s debt bur¬ 
den. Banks would take a 50 
percent loss on their Greek 


bonds and be required to 
raise more cash. 

The leaders also agreed to 
boost the size of their bail¬ 
out fund to €1 trillion ($1.4 
trillion), though it soon be¬ 
came clear that was not 
feasible as it required in¬ 
vestment from other coun¬ 
tries, like China, who were 
reluctant to do so. 

July 21,2011. 


The leaders of the 17-na- 
tion eurozone agreed to “a 
sweeping deal” 
to give Greece a second 
bailout worth €109 billion 
($155 billion) and to have 
banks take losses of about 
21 percent on their Greek 
bonds. They gave the bail¬ 
out fund new powers to 
lend quickly to govern¬ 
ments and banks in time of 


need. 

March 25, 2011. 

EU leaders put the final 
touches on a “comprehen¬ 
sive package” setting up 
a €500 billion ($706 million) 
permanent bailout fund to 
replace the temporary one. 
They signed off on new rules 
for closer economic coop¬ 
eration to limit debt and im¬ 
prove growth.Q 
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Stocks close higher as Europe nears budget pact 


NEW YORK (AP) — A deal to 
forge stronger ties between 
most of Europe's econo¬ 
mies sent stocks sharply 
higher Friday os hopes grew 
that the region is close to 
resolving its debt crisis. The 
Dow Jones industrial over¬ 
age rose 186 points. 

The Dow and S&P 500 both 
hod their second straight 
week of gains. Financial 
stocks rose the most over 
the week as worries eased 
about Europe. The yield on 
the lO-yeor Treasury note 
rose bock above 2 percent 
os investors shed low-risk 
investments. All 17 nations 
that use the euro agreed 
to sign a treaty that allows 
o central European author¬ 
ity closer oversight of their 
budgets. Nine other EU na¬ 
tions ore considering it. Brit¬ 
ain is the lone holdout. 

The agreement come otter 
marathon overnight talks 
among European lead¬ 
ers at o two-doy summit in 
Brussels. A deal on tighter 
fiscal control is considered 
o crucial step before the 
European Central Bonk will 
consider committing more 
money to lower borrowing 
costs of heavily indebted 
countries like Italy and Spain 
by buying their bonds. 

Ryan Detrick, senior techni¬ 
cal strategist with Schaffer’s 
Investment Research, cau¬ 
tioned that investors hove 
been disappointed by Eu¬ 
rope’s previous efforts to 
contain its debt crisis. The 
market will likely remain vol¬ 
atile in the coming weeks. 
Detrick said, because the 
Europe plan is “only o minor 
step" toward o solution. 
“We've seen these agree¬ 
ments before, and they 
con just os easily deterio¬ 
rate," Detrick said. 

The Dow closed up 186.56 
points, or 1.6 percent, at 
12,184.26. It’s up 1.4 per¬ 
cent for the week. 

Bonk stocks led the market 
higher, reflecting traders’ 
optimism about Europe’s 
progress toward solving its 
crisis. Citigroup Inc. rose 3.7 
percent, Morgan Stanley 
3.1 percent and JPMorgon 
Chose & Co. 3 percent. 
Bonks hove been weighed 
down for months by fears 
about their exposure to 
Europe. The biggest Euro¬ 
pean bonks hove been 


downgraded. If Europe’s 
crisis spins out of control, 
U.S. bonks that do business 
with them would also suffer 
because of the closely in¬ 


tertwined relationships be¬ 
tween global lenders and 
financial markets. 

The Standard & Poor’s 
500 index closed up 20.84 
points, or 1.7 percent, at 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHiNGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. trade deficit narrowed 
in October to its lowest 
point of the year otter 
Americans bought fewer 
foreign cars and imported 
less oil. The shrinking trade 
gap boosted growth over 
the summer and may do 
so again in the final three 
months of the year. But 
economists worry the trend 
could reverse next year, 
especially if Europe’s debt 
crisis worsens. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Friday that the 
trade deficit shrank 1.6 per¬ 
cent to $43.5 billion. It was 
the fourth straight monthly 
decline. 

Overall imports fell 1 per¬ 
cent to $222.6 billion, which 
largely reflected a 5 per- 


1,255.19. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite index finished up 
50.47, or 1.9 percent, at 
2,646.85. The S&P is up 0.9 
percent for the week, the 


Nasdaq 0.8 percent. 

The gains were brood. Du¬ 
Pont was the only stock 
among the 30 in the Dow 
overage to toll. The chemi¬ 
cal and materials company 


cent decline in oil imports. 
The average price of im¬ 
ported oil fell for the fifth 
straight month to the lowest 
level since March. Oil prices 


slid 3.2 percent otter say¬ 
ing it expects earnings this 
year will toll well short of 
Wall Street's forecasts be¬ 
cause of weak demand for 


electronics and industrial 
supplies. It was the second 
consecutive week of gains 
for oil three indexes. Stocks 
were pummeled two weeks 
ago os borrowing costs 


rose last winter because of 
turmoil in the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

Exports slipped 0.8 percent 
to $179.2 billion, the first 


soared for European na¬ 
tions such as Italy. They re¬ 
covered lost week otter the 
world’s major central bonks 
announced o program to 
give commercial bonks 
easier, cheaper access to 
loons in U.S. dollars. 

Both the Dow and the S&P 
hove risen 14 percent since 
hitting yearly lows on Oct. 
3. Only the Dow, however, 
is higher for the year. The 
Dow’s up 5.2 percent for 
2011; the S&P and Nasdaq 
ore each down 0.2 per¬ 
cent. 

Trading volume was very 
light. Just 3.6 billion shares 
were traded on the New 
York Stock Exchange, well 
below the recent doily ov¬ 
erage of 4.7 billion. 

The yield on the lO-yeor 
Treasury note rose to 2.07 
percent from 1.97 percent 
late Thursday, signaling 
lower demand for ultra¬ 
safe investments. The rise 
followed news that o sur¬ 
vey of U.S. consumer sen¬ 
timent hit o six-month high 
this month, better than Wall 
Street expected. Stocks 
barely reacted. 

“The U.S. is showing defi¬ 
nite signs of improving on 
the economic front, yet we 
almost ignore it, and every 
day we seem to focus on 
European issues," Detrick 
soid.Q 


drop after three months of 
gains. Shipments of indus¬ 
trial supplies, such os natu¬ 
ral gas, copper and chemi¬ 
cals, fell. Exports of autos 
and agricultural goods also 
dropped. 

A lower deficit is the lat¬ 
est sign that the economy 
has rebounded after near¬ 
ly stalling in the spring. It 
boosts economic growth 
because it typically means 
foreign nations ore buy¬ 
ing more American goods. 
That con lead to more 
jobs and higher consumer 
spending, which fuels 70 
percent of economic ac¬ 
tivity. 

Economists expect the def¬ 
icit to widen in the coming 
months. Oil prices ore in¬ 
creasing and Europe is likely 
to import fewer U.S. goods 
os its economy weakens.^ 



A container ship is docked at the Port of Oakland in Oakland, 
Calif. The U.S. trade deficit narrowed in October to its lowest 
point of the year as Americans bought fewer foreign cars and 
imported less oil. Exports of American-made autos also fell. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 



Specialist Ronnie Howard, right, works at the post that trades Dupont on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange Friday, Dec. 9, 2011. U.S. stock indexes rose in early trading Friday after 26 
European nations agreed to consider tying their economies together more closely in hopes of 
preventing another debt crisis. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Trade deficit shrinks for 4’th straight month 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ *2/10 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Become soft, 
as frozen food 
5 Arrive at 
10 Con game 

14 Apiece 

15 Pond growths 

16 Explorer Marco 

17 Have a feast 

18 Piece of garlic 

19 _-the-top; 
outrageous 

20 Coat parts 
22 Most nervous 

24 _ away with; 
abolished 

25 Actor Sir_ 
Rathbone 

26 Biblical hymn 

29 Welcome 
front porch item 

30 Actress Della 

34 Citrus fruit 

35 Actor Hunter 

36 Brook 

37 Hubbub 

38 Shakespearean 
tragic hero 

40 “_Van Winkle” 

41 Wartime letter 
examiner 

43 Produce an egg 

44 Slight coloring 

45 _ Allan Poe 

46 _ up; arrange 

47 Devoutness 

48 Showed moxie 

50 Bro or sis 

51 Little child 
54 Kneecap 

58 Monster 

59 Can wrapper 

61 Sightseeing trip 

62 _ ahead; be 
foresightful 

63 Take undo 

64 “Nay” voter 

65 Stitches 

66 Poet William 
Butler _ 

67 Requirement 

DOWN 

1 Danson and 
Kennedy 

2 to the 
Chief” 

3 Facial problem 
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4 Gain by flattery 

5 Ran 

6 Elbowed 
plumbing pipes 

7 Long, long _ 

8 Warning 

9 Pays attention 
to 

10 Grandma, often 

11 Sheltered bay 

12 Tavern drinks 

13 Comedian Sahl 
21 Vitality 

23 Measurement 
around a body 

25 Chattered 

26 Location 

27 _ with; backed 

28 In the midst of 

29 TV’s late 
Bernie _ 

31 Spooky 

32 Eva Marie _ 

33 Full’s opposite 

35 Paver’s goo 

36 Pigpen 

38 Ethical 

39 Break a fast 
42 Depresses 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 


H 

A 

S 

H 

■ 

c 

A 

G 

E 

Y 


W 

R 

A 

P 

A 

N 

T 

E 

1 


C 

0 

M 

E 


E 

A 

S 

E 

F 

E 

R 

N 

1 


H 

0 

P 


Ft 

1 

C 

K 

S 

T 

W 


1 

F 

r 

E 




w 

R 

E 

S 

T 


F 

u 


L 




F 

1 

D 




C 

A 

G 

N 

E 

Y1 



F 

R 

R 


W 

S 


A 

P 

H 

1 



F 

P 

R 

1 

u 


[e 

L 

M 

S 

P 

0 

T 


F 

p 

E 

C 



[f 

L 

0 

E 

E 

L 

u 


F 

T 

E 

P 

s| 


F 

U 

L 

P 

A 

Be 


rr 

T 

E 

dI 



A 

s 

H 

E 

D 


LA 

E__Q 

LL. 

H A 


APS 


I N 


N Gl 


E LI 


S E| 


E L jyi 

D D Y 


(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, inc. 
Ali Rights Reserved. 


44 Many a Dalai 
Lama devotee 

46 Mexican shawl 

47 Deep hole 

49 Pass on, as a 
message 

50 Common table 
seasonings 

51 Surpasses 


52 Make eyes at 

53 Sketch 

54 Saucy 

55 Single; sole 

56 Guitar’s 
ancestor 

57 Dry as a 
desert 

60 Sheep’s cry 
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At the altar: 'I do!’ Watching sports: 'I don’t!’ 


PETE lORIZZO 

© 2011 Albany Times Union 
ALBANY, N.Y. - Sixteen 
months ago, I got down on 
one knee and asked the 
woman of my dreams, "Will 
you marry me?” 

Six weeks ago, the same 
woman turned to me dur¬ 
ing a football game and 
asked, "How many points 
do you get when you kick 
the goal thingy?” 

Saturday afternoon, I will 
marry this woman, my per¬ 
fect complement in all 
ways but one: I am a sports 
writer. She knows nothing 
about sports. 

She is the love of my life. 

But she thinks a quarter¬ 
back scramble is Denny's 
latest omelet. 

She is my soulmate. 

But she thinks Lance Arm¬ 
strong may have been the 
first man on the moon. 

She is my best friend. 

But she thinks a team ac¬ 
cused of point shaving 
must have really bad side¬ 
burns. 

”1 don't understand,” she 
said to me during the same 
football game. 

"This sport is so boring. They 
stand around, something 
happens for five seconds, 
then they stand around 
again, then the referee says 
something nobody under¬ 
stands, they stand around 
some more, then they have 
a commercial break, then 
something happens for five 
seconds, and we're back 
to standing around.” 
Clearly, what God hath 
united the NFL threatens to 
put asunder. Why, I wonder, 
can't we have a marriage 
of love and sports and a 
love of sports - a marriage 
like Gino and Willie Turchi's? 
I met Gino for lunch this past 
week. He is 95 years old. His 
wife is 91. 

They've been married 72 
years - since Aug. 26, 1939, 
a day after the "Wizard of 
Oz” was released in the¬ 
aters and four days before 
the Nazis invaded Poland. 
You can find Gino and Wil¬ 
lie at every Siena College 
men's basketball home 
game, making marriage 
look as easy as an uncon¬ 
tested layup. 

Willie keeps score, and Gino 
swears she is as accurate as 
the paid professionals. 

Gino, meanwhile, quietly 


analyzes the game. After¬ 
ward, he gives the coaches 
some of his good-natured 
gruff when he swings by 
their offices, at which he's 
always welcome. 

Gino and Willie have been 
a team throughout their 
marriage. 

When they owned a gas 
station, Willie could change 
a customer's oil just as well 
as Gino. When Gino built 
and owned Eagle Crest 
Golf Course, Willie minded 
the pro shop. 

"What's the secret to a 



Detroit Lions wide receiver 
Stefan Logan (11) is stopped 
by the New Orleans Saints 
defense during the first 
quarter of an NFL football 
game in New Orleans. 

(AP Photo/Bill Feig) 

happy marriage?” I asked 
Gino, and in between bites 
of his potato and bacon 
soup, he confessed that 
he is no expert, not even 
after seven decades of ex¬ 
perience. "Marriage isn't 
easy,” he said. 

Gino's mother used to tell 
him, in her native Italian, 
that marriage is like a rub¬ 
ber band, always flexible, 
yet always bouncing back 
- and it must never be al¬ 
lowed to break. 

Sometimes, even the Tur- 
chis stretched. 

In his younger years, Gino 
was such an avid golfer 
that he'd leave for the en¬ 
tire winter, chasing warm 
weather around the world. 


His wife stayed home to 
mind the family business 
and care for their son. 
They've had heartbreak of 
the worst kind, too. In 1993, 
the Turchis' only child, Gigi, 
died of cancer at just 46. 
But like a rubber band, their 
marriage always bounced 
back. 

"I probably gave my wife 
her share of headaches,” 
Gino said. Then he laughed. 
"But I can't tell you every¬ 
thing about that!” 

Sports were a part of the 
Turchis' marriage from the 
beginning. They met while 
roller-skating. Gino could 
waltz on his skates, and 
Willie, a former basketball 
player, was impressed. 
They've been attending 
Siena games together for 
more than 15 years, ever 
since Gino set up a trust 
fund at the school to honor 
his son. 

I told Gino that I marvel at 
the way sports is so woven 
into their lives, gifting them 
a lifetime's worth of shared 
experiences. 

"Always,” he said. 

And now we came to the 
real reason I asked Gino 
to lunch: "My fiancee 
doesn't know anything 
about sports,” I told him. 
Gino shrugged and then 
thought for a moment. 
"Well, what does she like to 
do?” he asked. 

He caught me. I'd spent lots 
of time weighing my bride's 
knowledge of something I 
enjoy, but when had I ever 
taken stock of her interests? 

I gathered my thoughts. 

She loves to read, I said. 
She writes wonderfully, too, 
even if she doesn't yet be¬ 
lieve that. She thinks family 
comes first. She accepts a 
heaping plate of chicken 
parm and a tall glass of red 
wine as "date night.” 

She laughs at slapstick com¬ 
edy - particularly when it in¬ 
volves me trying to fix some¬ 
thing. □ 
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NASA OKs launch of private space station trip 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — A private U.S. com¬ 
pany will attempt the tirst- 
ever commercial cargo run 
to the International Space 


Station next year. 

NASA announced the news 
Friday, one year and one 
day after Space Explora¬ 
tion Technologies Corp., or 
SpaceX, became the first 
private business to launch 
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The forum is bringing together NASA officiois and iocai business 
and commerciai space ieaders to discuss the agency’s roie in 
advancing innovation, technoiogy, science, engineering and 
education, and NASA’s benefit to the nation’s economy. 

Associated Press 
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a capsule into orbit and re¬ 
turn it safely to Earth. 

On Feb. 7, SpaceX will at¬ 
tempt another orbital flight 
from Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida. This 
time, the unmanned Drag¬ 
on capsule will fly to the 
space station and dock 
with a load of supplies. 
“Pending all the final safe¬ 
ty reviews and testing, 
SpaceX will send its Drag¬ 
on spacecraft to rendez¬ 
vous with the International 
Space Station in less than 
two months,” said NASA’s 
No. 2, deputy administra¬ 
tor Lori Carver. “So it is the 
opening of that new com¬ 
mercial cargo delivery 
era.” NASA stressed Feb. 7 
is a target date. NASA has 
turned to industry to help 
stock the space station 
now that the space shuttles 
are retired, investing hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars 
in this startup effort. The 
station currently is supplied 
by Russian, European and 
Japanese vessels. Space 
station astronauts will grab 
the Dragon capsule with 
a robotic arm. The Dragon 
ultimately will be released 
for a splashdown in the 
Pacific. None of the other 
cargo carriers come back 
intact; they burn up on re¬ 
entry. If the rendezvous 
and docking fail, SpaceX 
will try again. That was the 
original plan: to wait until 
the third mission to hook up 
with the station and deliv¬ 
ery supplies.Q 
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Popcorn and snowflakes: ‘Nutcracker’ at the movies 


JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — For so 

many American children, 
it is their first — scmetimes 
cniy — exposure to ballet: 
A haliday performance 
at “The Nutcracker,” the 
classic tale of a little girl's 
dreamlike encounters with 
battling mice and toy sol¬ 
diers, a dashing prince, 
a growing Christmas tree 
and a land of sweets. 

There is one in virtually ev¬ 
ery town. But until now, if 
you lived in Anchorage, 
Alaska, or Omaha, Nebras¬ 
ka, ar Tulsa, Oklahoma, you 
were not able ta see what 
many cansider the Nut¬ 
cracker gold standard: the 
late George Balanchine's 
classic production for New 
York City Ballet. 

On Dec. 13, though, the 
company will beam a live 
“Nutcracker” performance 
in high-definiticn from Lin¬ 
coln Center to some 560 
movie theaters in all 50 
states, fallawed the next 
night by a live braadcast 
on public television. 

In taking its “Nutcracker” 
national, the company 
hopes to promote its brand, 
earn new revenue and 
join a growing trend of HD 
transmissions of live perfor¬ 
mance, pioneered by the 
Metropolitan Opera. 
“There’s nathing like the 
real thing,” says an admit¬ 
tedly “totally biased” Pe¬ 
ter Martins, the company’s 
ballet master in chief. “Of 
course, the hope is that if 
this works — however suc¬ 
cess is defined — it will be¬ 
come a new way to show 
the world what we da sa 
well.” 

Martins, a former principal 
dancer with New York City 
Ballet under his legendary 
predecessar, Balanchine 
— grew up in Denmark 
and thus was not exposed 
to “The Nutcracker” until 
he came to New York as a 
young adult. But he is well 
aware of its crucial role as 
an intraduction to ballet far 
generatians at Americans, 
including virtually all his 
awn dancers. 

One is Ashley Bcuder, whc 
was 6 when she saw her 
first “Nutcracker” in Car¬ 
lisle, Pennsylvania; as it 


happened, she also per¬ 
formed in it as an angel. 
It launched a lifetime of 
dancing, and Bauder, wha 
turns 28 an Saturday, is now 
an NYCB principal, knawn 
far her fearless, attacking 
style in jumps and turns. 

“I da think this particular 


‘Nutcracker’ is really spe¬ 
cial,” said Bouder, wha 
will dance the brief but 
demanding rale at Dew- 
drap in both the live per¬ 
formances. “Balanchine’s 
choreography is so won¬ 
derful, for children as well 
as adults.” 

Indeed, the choreogra¬ 
pher is known to have been 
particularly masterful with 
children, as in the scene 
where eight rosy-cheeked 
kids suddenly emerge from 
Mother Ginger’s 9-foot- 
wide skirt to perform an in¬ 
tricate yet buayant dance. 
Growing up in Spain, Joa¬ 
quin De Luz never got to 
see a live “Nutcracker” as a 
child. The first “Nutcracker” 
he saw was Balanchine’s 
on DVD, the 1993 version 
put out by New York City 
Ballet with the young Ma¬ 
caulay Culkin as the prince. 
“It’s just magical,” said De 
Luz, who will play the main 
male role, the Cavalier, 
next week. “That grow¬ 
ing tree in the first act just 


breaks your heart. This is the 
quintessential ‘Nutcracker,’ 
not too much of anything, 
nat taa little.” 

De Luz will be dancing with 
his frequent partner, Me¬ 
gan Fairchild, as the Sug¬ 
arplum Fairy. It is better nat 
to think too much about 


how many peaple will be 
watching, he said. 

“This is a big deal,” De Luz 
said. “I’m just haping they 
wan’t do the close-ups 
when I'm wetting my lips 
or doing something else I 
shouldn’t be doing.” 

That would be a minor 
mishap compared to last 
weekend, when Fairch¬ 
ild’s costume suddenly got 
caught on De Luz’s buttons 
during a lift. 

Such is the joy of live per¬ 
forming; he spent crucial 
seconds trying to yank the 
costumes apart before 
anyone got hurt. 

“I finally ripped the whole 
thing,” he said. “I’m glad 
it happened last Saturday. 
It’s good to have an acci¬ 
dent under your belt.” 

It is that coalness under 
pressure that Martins was 
leaking for when casting 
the leads for next week's 
performances. “I have 12 
casts and they’re all fantas¬ 
tic,” Martins said. “But this 
particular cast is very, very 


reliable. They will always 
deliver.” 

The ballet transmissions, 
produced by Live From Lin¬ 
coln Center for the NCM 
Fathom theater network, 
are the first by an Ameri¬ 
can ballet company (the 
Bolshai Ballet and the Roy¬ 


al Ballet in London have 
done their own, as well as 
several opera companies 
and the National Theater in 
London). 

The two broadcasts will 
have high-prafile present¬ 
ers: Televisian talk-shaw host 
Kelly Ripa on the 13th, and 
Chelsea Clinton, daughter 
of former President Bill Clin¬ 


ton and Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, on 
the 14th. Clinton is a known 
ballet fan who danced 
ballet as a child in Wash- 
ingtcn. 

“We’ve been talking about 
doing this for a long time,” 
said Katherine Brawn, ex¬ 
ecutive director of City Bal¬ 
let. She said tickets appear 
to be selling well, but that 
it is hard to tell in advance 
because many people just 
show up and buy tickets on 
the spot. 

Tickets cost more than an 
average trip to the movies, 
ranging from about $15 to 
$20, depending on the the¬ 
ater. 

Although such HD trans¬ 
missions in theaters are 
growing in popularity, they 
have raised the question of 
whether they could siphon 
off dance-goers who might 
otherwise seek out a live 
performance in their awn 
ccmmunities. 

Cculd the New Ycrk City 
Ballet be cansidered, in 
ether wards, an unwel¬ 
come interloper? 

Not at all, said a ballet pre¬ 
senter in Omaha, where 
the City Ballet version will 
hit the AMC Oakview mul¬ 
tiplex next week. 


“The more the merrier,” 
said Trisha Hoffman-Ahrens, 
vice president of market¬ 
ing and communication 
at Omaha Performing Arts. 
The organization is present¬ 
ing a “Nutcracker” by the 
visiting Aspen Santa Fe 
Ballet this weekend at the 
Orpheum Theater, which it 
cwns.Q 



This publicity image released by Paul Kolnik shows Ashley Bouder, center, and Company in New 
York City Ballet's production of George Balanchine’s “The Nutcracker.” 

Associated Press 



This publicity image released by Paul Kolnik shows Megan 
Fairchild, right, and Joaquin de Luz in New York City Ballet’s pro¬ 
duction of George Balanchine’s “The Nutcracker.” 

Associated Press 
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Adele is Billboard’s Brainnnssss! Zombies storm 
top artist of 2011 Havana cinema festival 



In this Feb. 15, 2011 file photo, Adele performs on stage during 
the Brit Awards 2011 at The 02 Arena in London. 

Associated Press 



In this Dec. 5, 2010 file photo, an actress dressed as a zombie 
bride looks on during the filming of the movie ‘Juan de los Muer- 
tos, or, ‘Juan of the Dead’ in Havana, Cuba. Screenings of the 
film by writer-director Alejandro Brugues started the week of 
Dec. 8, 2011 in Havana. 

Associated Press 

PETER ORSI gory, campy zombie flick 

Associated Press with a wicked sense of hu- 

HAVANA (AP) — The hot- mor about Cuba’s obses- 
test ticket in Havana is a sive relations with the Unit- 


Author keeps the thrills 
coming In ‘Immortallsts’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — If there is 
a “best-of” list for music this 
year, it's a safe bet to put 
Adele on top. 

Billboard has declared her 
the No. 1 artist of 2011. Ri- 
hanna was No. 2, followed 
by Katy Perry, Lady Gaga 
and Lil Wayne. The list, an¬ 
nounced Friday, takes 
into account album sales, 
charting singles, radio air¬ 
play and other factors. 
Rounding out the list was 


JEFF AYERS 

For The Associated Press 

“The Immortalists” (Thomas 
& Mercer), by Kyle Mills: 
Author Kyle Mills examines 
the greed associated with 
powerful people demand¬ 
ing to live forever in his new 
novel, “The Immortalists.” 
Microbiologist Richard Dra- 
man needs to find a cure 
for progeria, a rare genetic 
disorder, especially of early 
childhood, characterized 
by premature aging. His 
daughter has progeria, 
and he must find a way to 
save her. 

The husband of another 
scientist approaches Dra- 
man with a horrifying tale. 


Bruno Mars at No. 6, Nicki 
Minaj at No. 7, Taylor Swift 
at No. 8, Justin Bieber at 
No. 9 and Chris Brown at 
No. 10. 

Adele's album “21” was 
the best-selling of the year 
with 4.8 million sold. Follow¬ 
ing “21” on the list: Swift’s 
“Speak Now,” Gaga’s 
“Born This Way,” Jason Al- 
dean’s “My Kinda Party” 
and Susan Boyle’s “The 
Gift.”a 


He claims that his wife was 
murdered because she 
was close to a discovery 
that might stop the aging 
of cells. 

Draman cannot pass up 
the opportunity to cure 
his daughter and discover 
the key to immortality. He 
takes the data to review. 
Soon after, the other scien¬ 
tist dies in a car crash, and 
Draman is accused of in¬ 
dustrial espionage. 

The elusive cure might exist, 
but Draman and his family 
need to survive to find it. 
Mills keeps the thrills coming 
while minimizing the medi¬ 
cal terminology. He knows 
readers need just enough 



to become invested in the 
story. Great characters 
and vile villains mixed with 
a great premise — what 
else does a thriller need?Q 


ed States, one that revels 
in islanders’ knack for mak¬ 
ing the best of things even 
when everything around 
you — buildings, streets, 
human limbs — is falling to 
pieces. 

Audiences thronged 

movie houses this week to 
catch screenings of “Juan 
of the Dead,” or “Juan de 
los Muertos” in the original 
Spanish, and organizers 
had to hastily add extra 
midnight screenings to ac¬ 
commodate the crush. 

The Charles Chaplin Cin¬ 
ema bustled with several 
hundred eager spectators 
who stormed the doors 
once they opened Thurs¬ 
day night. And that was just 
those with special connec¬ 
tions: journalists, family and 
friends of people involved 
in the movie, workers linked 
to Cuba’s film institute. 
Hundreds more lined up 
around the block outside. 


“Zombies in Havana, don’t 
you want to see that?” writ¬ 
er-director Alejandro Bru¬ 
gues said after the screen¬ 
ing as he fielded calls on his 
cell phone and congratu¬ 
latory hugs from friends 
and family. 

Brugues said he was “eu¬ 
phoric” to see the crowds 
in the streets and credited 
it to the movie’s first-of- 
its kind nature for Cuba, 
whose films tend to be low- 
budget affairs about ordi¬ 
nary life. 

“We don’t do much action 
cinema,” he said. “That’s 
something that should 
change. We should start 
doing it.” 

Trailers for the movie have 
circulated in the year since 
it was filmed, creating a 
buzz on the streets even be¬ 
fore the lights went down. 
Yasumari Alvarez, a Cuban 
film institute employee who 
was not involved in the 
production, said she was 
drawn by the novelty of a 
homegrown production, 
albeit with Spanish financ¬ 
ing, that uses computer¬ 
generated effects to trans¬ 
form the Cuban capital. 

It’s no spoiler to reveal that 
even in a city where many 
buildings are already crum¬ 
bling, a zombie apoca¬ 
lypse does not change the 
skyline for the better. 

“It’s the first Cuban film with 
special effects. All Havana 
is destroyed, with zombies 
in the streets,” said Alvarez. 
While outright political dis¬ 
sent is not tolerated by 
Cuba’s Communist-run 
government, artists and 
intellectuals have always 
enjoyed a measure of free¬ 
dom, especially when the 
barbs come wrapped in 
humor. Juan of the Dead’s 
edginess is on display from 
the beginning shot, which 
shows a sun-drenched 
Juan reclining on a fish¬ 
ing raft off Havana’s fa¬ 
mous seafront promenade, 
known as the Malecon. 

His sidekick, Lazaro, asks 
Juan if he’s ever thought of 
attempting the dangerous 
crossing to Miami. No, Juan 
replies, because then I’d 
have to work. □ 
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All the GOP’s Gekkos 



The Gingrich tragedy 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

Almost a quarter of a century 
has passed since the release 
of the movie “Wall Street,’’ and 
the film seems more relevant 
than ever. The self-righteous 
screeds of financial tycoons 
denouncing President Barack 
Obama all read like variations 
on Gordon Gekko’s famous 
“greed is good’’ speech, while 
the complaints of Occupy 
Wall Street sound just like what 
Gekko says in private: “I cre¬ 
ate nothing. I own,’’ he de¬ 
clares at one point; at anoth¬ 
er, he asks his protege, “Now 
you’re not naive enough to 
think we’re living in a democ¬ 
racy, are you, buddy?’’ 

Yet, with the benefit of hind¬ 
sight, we can see that the 
movie went a little off at the 
end. It closes with Gekko get¬ 
ting his comeuppance, and 
justice served thanks to the 
diligence of the Securities and 
Exchange Gommission. In re¬ 
ality, the financial industry just 
kept getting more and more 
powerful, and the regulators 
were neutered. 

And, according to the predic¬ 
tion market Intrade, there’s 
a 45 percent chance that a 
real-life Gordon Gekko will be 
the next Republican presiden¬ 
tial nominee. 

I am not, of course, the first 
person to notice the similarity 
between Mitt Romney’s busi¬ 
ness career and the fictional 
exploits of Oliver Stone’s anti- 
hero. In fact, the labor-backed 
group Americans United for 
Change is using “Romney- 
Gekko’’ as the basis for an ad 
campaign. But there’s an issue 
here that runs deeper than 
potshots against Romney. 

For the current orthodoxy 
among Republicans is that 
we mustn’t even criticize the 
wealthy, let alone demand 
that they pay higher taxes, be¬ 
cause they’re “job creators.’’ 
Yet the fact is that quite a few 
of today’s wealthy got that 
way by destroying jobs rather 
than creating them. And Rom¬ 
ney’s business history offers a 
very good illustration of that 
fact. 

The Los Angeles Times recently 
surveyed the record of Bain 
Capital, the private equity firm 
Romney ran from 1984 to 1999. 


As the report notes, Romney 
made a lot of money over 
those years, both for himself 
and for his investors. But he did 
so in ways that often hurt ordi¬ 
nary workers. 

Bain specialized in leveraged 
buyouts, buying control of 
companies with borrowed 
money, pledged against 
those companies’ earnings 
or assets. The idea was to in¬ 
crease the acquired compa¬ 
nies’ profits, then resell them. 
But how were profits to be in¬ 
creased? The popular image - 
shaped in part by Oliver Stone 
- is that buyouts were followed 
by ruthless cost-cutting, largely 
at the expense of workers who 
either lost their jobs or found 
their wages and benefits cut. 
And while reality is more com¬ 
plex than this image - some 
companies have expanded 
and added workers after a 
leveraged buyout - it contains 
more than a grain of truth. 
One recent analysis of “pri¬ 
vate equity transactions’’ - the 
kind of buyouts and takeovers 
Bain specialized in - noted that 
business in general is always 
both creating and destroying 
jobs, and that this is also true 
of companies that were buy¬ 
out or takeover targets. How¬ 
ever, job creation at the tar¬ 
get firms is no greater than in 
similar firms that aren’t targets, 
while “gross job destruction is 
substantially higher.’’ 

So Romney made his fortune 
in a business that is, on bal¬ 
ance, about job destruction 
rather than job creation. And 
because job destruction hurts 
workers even as it increases 
profits and the incomes of top 
executives, leveraged buy¬ 
out firms have contributed to 
the combination of stagnant 
wages and soaring incomes 
at the top that has character¬ 
ized America since 1980. 

Now I’ve just said that the 
leveraged buyout industry as 
a whole has been a job de¬ 
stroyer, but what about Bain 
in particular? Well, by at least 
one criterion, Bain during the 
Romney years seems to have 
been especially hard on work¬ 
ers, since four of its top 10 tar¬ 
gets by dollar value ended up 
going bankrupt. (Bain, none¬ 
theless, made money on three 
of those deals.) That’s a much 
higher rate of failure than is 
typical even of companies 
going through leveraged buy¬ 
outs - and when the compa¬ 
nies went under, many work¬ 
ers ended up losing their jobs, 
their pensions, or both. 

So what do we learn from this 
story? Not that Mitt Romney 
the businessman was a vil¬ 
lain. Contrary to conservative 
claims, liberals aren’t out to 
demonize or punish the rich.Q 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2011 New York Times 

Of all the major Republi¬ 
cans, the one who comes 
closest to my worldview 
is Newt Gingrich. Despite 
his erratically shifting views 
and odd phases, he con¬ 
tinually returns to this core 
political refrain: He talks 
about using government in 
energetic but limited ways 
to increase growth, dyna¬ 
mism and social mobility. 

As he said in 2007, “It’s not 
a point of view libertar¬ 
ians would embrace, but I 
am more in the Alexander 
Homilton-Teddy Roosevelt 
tradition of conservatism. 
I recognize that there ore 
times when you need gov¬ 
ernment to help spur pri¬ 
vate enterprise and eco¬ 
nomic development.” 

Look at U.S. history, Gin¬ 
grich continued, “The gov¬ 
ernment provided railroad 
land grants to encourage 
widespread adoption of 
what was then the most 
modern form of trans¬ 
portation to develop our 
country. The Homestead 


Act essentially gave away 
land to those willing to live 
on it and develop it. We 
used what were in effect 
public-private partnerships 
to bring telephone service 
and electricity to every 
community in our nation. 
All of these ore examples 
of government bringing 
about public purposes 
without creating massive 
taxpayer-funded bureau¬ 
cracies.” 

This was not one of Gin¬ 
grich’s passing fads. It is 
one of the most consistent 
themes of his career. His 
1984 book, “Window of Op¬ 
portunity,” is o broadside 
against what he colls the 
“laissez-faire” conservatism 
- the idea that govern¬ 
ment should just get out of 
the way so the market con 
flourish. As he wrote, “The 
opportunity society calls 
not for o laissez-faire soci¬ 
ety in which the economic 
world is o neutral jungle of 
purely random individual 
behavior, but for forceful 
government intervention 
on behalf of growth and 
opportunity.” 

Over the years, this ap¬ 
proach has led Gingrich to 
support cop-ond-trode en¬ 
ergy legislation to combat 
global warming. It has led 
him to endorse universal 
health care coverage. It 
has led him to support hu¬ 
mane immigration reform. 
He enthusiastically backed 
Jock Kemp’s efforts to fight 


poverty, the precursors to 
compassionate conserva¬ 
tism. 

Though his ideas stray, his 
most common theme is 
that government should in¬ 
tervene in crucial ways to 
create o dynamic, decen¬ 
tralized, low-tax society. 

So why am I not more excit¬ 
ed by the Gingrich surge? 
In the first place, Gingrich 
loves government more 
than I do. He has no Hoyeki- 
on modesty to restrain his 
faith in statist endeavor. For 
example, he has called for 
“o massive new program 
to build o permanent lu¬ 
nar colony to exploit the 
Moon’s resources.” He has 
suggested that “o mirror 
system in space could pro¬ 
vide the light equivalent 
of many full moons so that 
there would be no need 
for nighttime lighting of the 
highways.” 

I’m for notional greatness 
conservatism, but this is a 
little too great. 

Furthermore, he has on un- 
conservotive faith in his own 
innocence. The crossroads 
where government meets 
enterprise con be on excit¬ 
ing crossroads. It con also 
be o corrupt crossroads. 
It requires moral rectitude 
to separate public service 
from private gain. Gingrich 
was perfectly content to 
belly up to the Freddie Mac 
trough and then invent o 
Hamiltonian rational to jus¬ 
tify his own greed.□ 
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Bolivian State Airline hosts fashionista flight 


LA PAZ - Models for the 
Colombian lingerie brand 
Ronied modeled lingerie 
on a plane during a pro¬ 
motional event by Bolivia's 
state airline BoA that flew 
from La Paz to Cochabam¬ 
ba, Bolivia, Friday Dec. 9, 
2011, as Bolivia's Fashion 
Week begins. At recent 
shows, crafted from old 
newspapers, plastic bags. 


invited to present her work 
at several international 
venues, including the 2006 
Amsterdam Fashion Week, 
the 2008 Paris Chocolate 
Festival - which featured 
French singer Anne-Laure 
Girbal wearing one of 
her eco-dresses - fashion 
shows in Tokyo in 2007 and 
2010, and in Madrid in 2010. 
At her seventh fashion 





Models for the Colombian lingerie brand Ronied exit a plane af¬ 
ter modeling lingerie on the plane during a promotional event 
by Bolivia's state airline BoA that flew from La Paz to Cochabam¬ 
ba, Boiivia, Friday Dec. 9, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Juan Karita) 


discarded CDs and soda 
bottle caps, Bolivian de¬ 
signer Marion Macedo's 
quirky fashion creations 
have added an eclectic 
dimension to the catwalks 
of Europe, South America 
and Asia. 

Each dress is a unique, eco- 
friendly work that takes 
about a week to make by 
hand and comes with a 
$250 price tag. Macedo 
does most of the work her¬ 
self, using giant needles for 
the crochet work. 

“Not only do we recycle 
paper, but we also use 
vegetable dyes, cocoa 
bean shells, and we even 
make our own natural ad¬ 
hesives," Macedo told AFP, 
adding that her goal was 
to be as “ecologically pure 
as possible." 

Since starting out in 2005, 
the fashionista has been 


show, entitled “Recycle 
Yourself" this month in 
La Paz, a model wore a 
white Macedo dress of 
crocheted paper with two 
large ruffles, one around 
the neck and the other 
around the hem, made of 
pink polyethylene bags. 
“Paper is good material 
to work with,” said the de¬ 
signer, boasting that she 
learned how to “give it 
movement" like fabric. 
“It's the material I feel most 
comfortable with." 
Describing herself as an 
amateur designer, Mace¬ 
do has in the past bought 
her own materials and re¬ 
cycled household waste, 
including CDs discarded 
by her photographer hus¬ 
band. 

Her latest show was the first 
forwhich she had the back¬ 
ing of corporate sponsors. 


and she jumped on the 
opportunity to use material 
from their products for her 
creations. 

One model hit the runway 
wearing a blouse adorned 
with soda bottle caps, and 


other wore a miniskirt made 
of nylon bags. 

Fellow designer Claudia 
Perez describes Macedo's 
work as “more art than 
fashion”, as it was created 
to be displayed rather than 


middle-class women who 
fork out between $50 and 
$100fora handmade blan¬ 
ket - one of her best sellers. 
Wedding gowns and cock¬ 
tail dresses are made to or¬ 
der - and in 2008 a bride 



Above and Below: Models wear creations by the Colombian lingerie brand Ronied during a pro¬ 
motional event by Bolivia's state airline BoA as the plane flies from La Paz to Cochabamba, Bolivia, 
Friday Dec. 9, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Juan Karita) 



a plastic red skirt with the 
ubiquitous white-on-red 
Coca-Cola logo. Another 
had a blouse made out 
of paper flyers from a lo¬ 
cal shopping mall, another 
sponsor. A model wearing 
a dress covered with old 
CDs attracted a round of 
enthusiastic applause. An¬ 


worn. 

“It's a work of art ... well 
done and creative," she 
said. The designs may be 
mainly for show, but Mace¬ 
do says she has orders for 
outfits as well as accesso¬ 
ries like shawls, neck pieces 
and paper flowers. 

Most of her customers are 


got married in a Macedo- 
designed paper dress. 
Macedo was trained as a 
wallpaper designer and 
became a clothing de¬ 
signer almost by accident 
when her husband did a 
photo shoot with a sub¬ 
ject wearing a suit crudely 
made from newspaper.Q 



















